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What Time I Am Afraid 


By William M. Runyan 


NCE did I live in a perpetual calm, 
A peace perennial seemed life’s destiny ; 
Morning and evening held alike their psalm, 
While noon and midnight wrought a litany. 


Prayer was an incense rising like a smoke, 
An upward smoke, into a quiet air ; 

Oh, sweet was life, how sweetly light the yoke, 
How restful seemed the days, how free from care ! 


Broke then the tempest, raged the storm’s wild wrack, 
Foundations trembled in the fearful shock ; 

A heart lay: prone, a voice cried into black, 
Bleak night; hands groped to grip the Rock. 


Found was the Rock! Rage, tempest ; blow, thou gale; 
Sweep, devastating floods, if so ye must! 

Found is the Rock! Again doth peace prevail. 
Through raging tempest Him my soul doth trust! 








Tomb Dwellers 


Is death or life our daily atmosphere? Have 
we drearily accepted the fact that some of the best 
hopes and aspirations we used to have are: neces- 
sarily dead, or is every day thrilling and tingling with 
the actual realization of better things than we ever 
dared hope for? One is death; the other is life. 
Dr. George M. Mackie, the Church of Scotland mis- 
sionary in Egypt, said in a recent letter to the Editor: 
“I fear most of us ‘dwell in the tombs’ and breathe 
stuffy, oppressive air from the catacombs of our de- 
feated aims and surrendered ideals. And all so un- 
necessarily !” Yes, because if we are believers, God 
“hath blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ.” Every supernatural, in- 
finite, omnipotent resource of God is ours. He can 


annul the past—if we ask him to, and then let him 
do so by simple belief in his Word. He can accom- 
plish more for us in one minute by his grace than all 
the sins of our life hitherto have accomplished 
against us. Let us stop breathing tomb air, and in- 
stead let us breathe—just Himself, 


4 
A Cornfield Scarecrow : 


What are you afraid you may have to do if you 
surrender everything to the, Lord? Whatever it is, 
that is your scarecrow. A Christian man in the 
South who is rejoicing in Christ as his victory found 
that a Christian woman, hungering for victory, was 
afraid she never could do personal work, In keen 
comment on her case he wrote to a friend: “I think 
I know just where she is. Satan has put up in her 
cornfield that fierce-looking scarecrow ‘personal 
work.’ It sure looks terrifying, but, upon close ex- 
amination, it will be found unable either to bite or 
scratch. The devil makes me tired.” But that is his 
business, to put terrifying (and the terror is all in 
our imagination) barriers between us and the feast 
of good things that God has waiting for us. Sup- 
pose we tackle that scarecrow of ours to-day. 


we 


What Does Your Church 
Do for the Soldiers ? 


Churches are losing their members—as they go 
to the front. But some churches are making vigorous 
plans not to lose those who go to the front; they are 
keeping in constant touch with them, are praying for 
them, are appointing “proxies” in their place in the 
home church. An account of a remarkable “Pa- 
triotic Proxy League” that is at work in a large city 
church of evangelistic fervor, describing the splen- 
did things this church is doing for the soldiers, will 
be published in a “Ministers’ Number” of The Sun- 
day School Times early in 1918. Meantime, will you 


bd 


write a brief letter to the Editor telling just what 
your church is doing for the soldiers? or every 
good, clearly stated account of effective methods and 
plans that are being put into effect by churches and 
Sunday-schools in the interest of the soldiers, which 
it can retain for publication, The Sunday School 
Times will pay at its usual rates. An immediate 
reply is desired ; letters should be mailed to “Methods 
Editor” not later than the fifteenth of January. A 
notable article on page 758 in this week’s issue 
states some vital needs and goiden opportunities for 
ministering to our soldiers. Let us “do our bit” and 
report it promptly, 


Don’t Be a Levite 


Satan loves to see Christians busy—if their activi- 
ties will only keep them from one thing. That one 
thing is prayer, A foreign missionary writes that he 
has recently been so refreshed in his arranging of the 
“bread” on the “shew bread table” for the “incense” 
of intercession, and has been brought anew into 
such a vision of the blessing of this priestly service, 
that he wants to share it with a friend; and he sends 
his own prayer plans for a Monday. They take up 
the Indian Empire, and as “Loaves for the Shew 
Bread Table” there are twenty-five stations in India, 
missionary societies represented, names of mission- 
aries, names of seven converts, with still other items, 
and then a mention of fellowship prayer-meetings 
taking place on Mondays, one at Chicago, the other 
at Philadelphia in The Sunday School Times office. 
What a ministry of intercession that is for one man! 
He says humbly that on looking back over some 
months past he finds that “the enemy has made what 
seems each day to be the ‘good’ to be a hindrance to 
God’s ‘best.’ May I ask your prayers that I may not 
turn aside from the priestly calling to ordinary 
Levite work?” Faw: any of us Christian workers 
are content. to be vusy, active Levites when Christ 
calls us “to be priests unto his God and Father”! 
(Rev. 1:6.) 


we 


How Jerusalem Was Freed . 





Among the countless newspaper articles discussing that thrilling event of the war, the conquest of Jerusa- 
lem, it seems safe to say that none has been more discriminating and impressive than an editorial in The 
North American, of Philadelphia, of December 15. Because of its exceptional massing of central facts it is 
given here, in part, to readers of The Sunday School Times. Meantime David Baron, of England, whose 
unusual article on the Jews appears elsewhere in this issue, has just cabled the Times his promise of an early 
article on the capture of Jerusalem as interpreted by a Christian Hebrew who has made a profound study 
of the Scriptures, and including also the fullest possidle information about the British campaign in Palestine. 


ments was asked the other day what significance 

he saw in the capture of the capital of the 
ancient kingdom of his race. “I am more interested 
in the battle of Cambrai than in the Palestine cam- 
paign,” he answered. There must have been,, we 
think, a little affectation in the response of our emi- 
nent friend. For what mind can fail to be thrilled 
by the fate of this shrine of the world’s three great 
religions—the heart of Judaism, of Mohammedanism, 
and of Christianity, and the scene of the most tragic, 
most tremendous event in human history? 

The very utterance of the name opens vistas of an- 
tiquity immeasurable, where forgotten civilizations 
lie buried beneath the dust of time, and history itself 
stands baffled in the silence of the unknown. For 
Melchizedek was king of Jerusalem when Abram 
journeyed forth from far Chaldea to receive for his 
posterity the inheritance of Canaan; and: behind its 
known record are ages which even conjecture cannot 
illuminate. 

And it is here, in the region ravished by a score 
of conquests, the scene of majesties and miseries be- 
yond imagining, that a swirling eddy of the great 
twentieth century conflict starts a new current in the 
stream of world history. The city of the Prince of 
Peace is once again a prize of war, and its long 
captivity to alien power ends ina liberation which 
will profoundly affect the future of humanity. 

No student of the war needs to be reminded, at 
this late day, of the significance of Palestine in the 
conflict. Its possession by the Tugk, vassal of the 
kaiser, made the region a part of the great project 


A\ rests was asked the of high scholarly attain- 


of Pan-Germanism, which would make Prussia domi- 
nant in Central Europe and the Balkan peninsula, 
with political suzerainty over Asia Minor, the Holy 
Land and all the Moslem territory down to the Per- 
sian gulf. And beyond that, its proximity to Egypt, 
Great Britain’s gateway to the East, meant infallibly 
that the great rivals must battle there. 

One of the early enterprises of the war was a 
Turkish invasion of Egypt, led by German strategists. 
It failed, although for a time the Suez Canal, the 
most vital fink in the British chain of empire, was in 
peril. A second attempt, in 1916, was likewise un- 
successful. Thereupon Great Britain determined that 
the danger must be removed once for all by expul- 
sion of the Turk from Palestine. The policy was 
candidly avowed in a semi-official statement: 


From the earliest times the Syrian plateau has 
been rightly regarded as the strategic portal into 
Egypt, and no ruler of the latter country has felt 
safe with that portal in the hands of an enemy. 
Were Turkey to survive the war, she would remain 
the vassal of Germany, and Egypt and the canal 
would be in constant danger. The Palestine 
plateau, once we have occupied it, will be easy 
to defend. It is flanked on one side by the desert, 
untraversable by troops, and on the other by the 
sea, our natural highway. This long, narrow and 
secure corridor has an average width of only forty 
or fifty miles, and could be held with ease by a 
comparatively small force. 


The invasion, following the route taken by Na- 
poleon a century ago, required extraordinary prepa- 
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rations, the completeness of which accounts for the 
rapid success of the campaign. Across the desert 
lying between the canal and the Palestine frontier 
the British built a railroad, linked up the oases by 
automobile trails, and laid a pipe line which deliv- 
ered water from Egypt to the columns operating in 
the distant Holy Land. Vast supplies were concen- 
trated near the front, and the line of advance was 
kept near the coast, so that the troops had the rein- 
forcement of warships and uninterrupted communica- 
tion by sea. ° 

Germany never displayed higher efficiency, and the 
gesult was that the campaign, when it was finally 
pushed, moved with eee | celerity. Within a lit- 
tle more than a fortnight all southern Palestine was 
conquered, and Jerusalem fell just forty days after 
the advance began. 

The first engagement of note was on October 31, 
when the Turks were routed at Beersheba, at the 
southern boundary of ancient Canaan—the city of 
Abraham’s well, where the aged Isaac gave to Jacob 
his blessing and the inheritance of Esau, On Novem- 
ber 7 fell Gaza, on the s me of the five 
strongholds of the Ph, . It was here that 
Samson played his prodigious prank of carrying the 
gates of the city to the top of “a hill looking toward 
Hebron,” and here Philip the apostle converted the 
eunuch of the Ethiopian queen, as he sat in his 
chariot reading Esaias the prophet. On November 9 
the invaders took Ascalon, a few miles up the coast, 
another Philistine city that saw savage fighting dur- 
ing the crusades, and with it went Gath, some dis- 
tance inland, birthplace of Goliath whom David slew. 

Speeding north from Beersheba, the right flank of 
the British next day enveloped Hebron, that old, old 
city where Abraham “builtean altar unto the Lord” 
and received the covenant of all the land, to him and 
to his seed forever. There he bought a cave for his 
tomb for 400 shekels, and there, beneath a great 
mosque, the devout Mohammedan swears the patri- 
arch rests, with Sarah his wife and Ishmael his first- 
born but banished son, progenitor of the roaming 
Arab tribes. Near by stands the oldest oak in Pales- 
tine—so old it is, say the faithful Moslems, that it 
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shaded the three Strangers who appeared to Abra- 
ham as he sat in his Tent-door in the heat of the day, 
and foretold to him the birth of Isaac. 

But the main advance wa’ along the shore, and on 
November 17 the British took Jaffa, or Joppa, the 
port of Jerusalem since the days. of Solomon and the 
~~ whence Jonah fled to escape divine command. 

rom Jaffa the forces moved southeastward along the 
railroad toward Jerusalem, and rapidly invested the 
city. .When they were astride the raad to Jericho 
and the road to Shechem—where the Master talked 
with the woman of Samaria at the curb of Jacob’s 
well—the rearguard of the retiring Turks agreed to 
surrender the city, and on December 10 the British 
commander and his staff took possession, enterin 
on foot to signify their pacific intentions and their 
respect for the triple sanctity of the place. 

By the standards of devastation and slaughter, this 
campaign cannot compare with the operations around 
Cambrai, nor is it likely to have a decisive result on 
the war. It has far-reaching importance, neverthe- 
less, despite studied depreciation by German critics. 

Strategically, the capture of Jerusalem strengthens 
the British in Mesopotamia as well as Palestine. In 
the former region the forces are within 100 miles of 
Mosul, a Turkish base above Bagdad, At Aleppo, 300 
miles north of Jerusalem by rail, the Germans and 
Turks have concentrated an army for a campaign to 
recover Bagdad. But if they now move in that di- 
rection the British can strike north from Jerusalem 
to cut the line at Aleppo, while if they move against, 
Jerusalem the British can take Mosul. A more de- 
cisive result is that Egypt has been fully protected 
from invasion. 

Politically, the effects are tremendous, for Turkish 
prestige has been irreparably damaged. Moreover, 
close to Jerusalem runs the Damascus-Medina rail- 
road, the cutting of which will sever. the last link 
between Constantinople and the Mohammedan. holy 
places; already the Arabs have repudiuted the sultan’s 
religious headship, and when he loses control of 
Mecca and Medina the whole structure of Turkish 
authority over the followers of the Prophet collapses, 
and the dream of Pan-Germanism is shattered. 





Praying for Victory in War 
Can we pray for success in war? And if-we pray for 
success to our arms, and the enemy pray for success 
to their arms, how can God answer both sides?—A 
Georgia Reader. 


God cannot answer both sides, But that is no new 
situation for God to face. He is undoubtedly con- 
fronted by it countless times, every day, in peace as 
well as in war. Two sincere, believing Christians 
pray on the same day, and in the same place, the one 
for rain and the other for clear weather. -God can- 
not answer both prayers. He will answer that which 
he knows to be best. So of this war. That great 
moral issues are involved-in the war, and that the 
Allied Nations are contending for those moral issues 
against black immorality in the sight of God on the 
other side, it is difficult to see how any fully in- 
formed Christian can doubt. Yet it would be a wild 
statement to say that there can be no true but unin- 
formed Christians on the other side, sincerely believ- 
ing that God wants their side to win, and praying 
accordingly. We pray according to our light. God 
cannot answer two prayers that ask for directly con- 
tradictory things. But God will answer according to 
his omniscience and perfect love and sovereign will. 
Let us pray as we believe he directs us, and let us 
praise him that the answer is in his hands, 


x 
To Whom Should We Confess Sins? 


Some months ago I surrendered, accepted Christ, and 
am now believing and confessing him to be my Re- 
deemer. But some things in my past life I do not know 
what to do with. The fact is, I have not been strictly 
honest, and made some small overcharges years ago. I 
am anxious to seek the forgiveness of the injured and 
make ample restitution, but the sums of money are so 
trifling and I'am so ashamed of myself that I shrink 
from giving my name. I also do not wish my shame to 
become a public thing. 

Since I would be perfectly willing to let another, who 
had overcharged me, withhold his name after making 
amends, does Jesus insist that I do unto others what I 
would not ask others to do unto me? I have ransacked 
my Bible for enlightenment on this point.—A Cincinnati 
Musician. 


There is no gain, no ‘iessing, in confessing our 
sins to others merely for the sake of making con- 
fession. God does not ask this of the Christian. 
There are no passages in the Bible that require it. 


This surrendered inquirer mentions, in an unpub- 
lished part of his letter, a number of Bible passages 


and asks what bearing they have on his problem. 





on it. One or two are in the 
ave to do with the Jewish be- 


They have no tered y | 
Old Testament, and 
liever who was living under the law, not for the 


Christian believer who is living under grace. He 
asks about the well-known passage in James 5: 16, 
where we read, “Confess therefore your-sins one to 
another, and pray one for another, that ye. may be 
healed.” But that entire passage is dealing With the 
subject of bodily healing, and with the calling in. of 
elders of the church for special prayer for such heal- 
ing in the name of the Lord. If the sick one has 
committed sins, we are told, in connection with, this 
special ordinance of prayer and healing, that he will 
be forgiven those sins; and obviously such sins are 
to be confessed at such a time, .But the passage is 
not dealing with the subject of confession in general, 
or with such a case as the inquirer asks about. 

In the absence, therefore, of specific Scriptural 
commands requiring the confession of sin to feilow- 
men, we are abundantly justified in. believing that, as 
the consecrated Bible student and teacher Dr. Arthur 
T. Pierson is quoted as having said on this subject 
of confession, “God does not want us to wash our 
dirty linen in public.” And as Charles E. Hurlburt, 
Director of the Africa Inland Mission, said at the 
Victorious Life Conference at Princeton last sum- 
mer, “Confession is a dangerous thing:” Neither 
Dr. Pierson nor Mr. Hurlburt were speaking of con- 
fessing our sins t6 God; this is an imperative obliga- 
tion and a sacred privilege. They were speaking of 
making confession to others merely for the sake of 
confessing, an imaginary duty which has indeed tor- 
tured some earnest, sincere Christians, and which 
Satan can bring before us in his effort to drive us 
beyond God’s will. 

This is a reasonable principle: confess a sin to 
any one who will be injured, defrauded, or wronged 
in some way if that confession is withheld, But un- 
less actual injury or injustice will be done by with- 
holding confession, there is no sound reason for be- 
lieving that the confession is necessarily required by 
or pleasing to God. Restitution of money or prop- 
erty, little or large, may indeed be a duty; and there 
may be circumstances when it can be properly made 
without revealing the identity of the repentant per- 
son,—as in the case of this letter. But we must be 
sure that we have surrendered ourselves utterly to 
God in the matter, and that we are not holding back 
from confession merely because we are “so ashamed 
of ourselves.” “Self” is to have no place or consid- 
eration in the whole matter. If it is necessary that 


we be put to shame, let us gladly accept any such. 


shame,—but only if God so directs. For. there is no 
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virtue, no gain, no blessing in “shaming ourselves” | 
merely for the sake of doing that. It would be a false | 
humility, a form of “works” from which no good | 
would come, and which would not please God. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ says to us, speaking of our 
confessing to him,—“If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). | 
When we have thus let the blood of Jesus wash us, 
whiter than snow from every stain of past sin, then | 
let us drop the whole matter of confessing to anybody | 
else unless our further confession is necessary to save 


—. 











some one from injury or loss. 66" 
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Those 1918 Temperance Lessons Ms 
of | 
There has been considerable uncertainty, among as | 
Sunday-school ‘people, as to how the Improved Uni- Eve 
form Lessons are to handle the matter of the long and 
established quarterly temperance lessons. Some littl 
weeks ago, for example, a representative of the tem 
‘Sunday-school work of one of the denominations§ Pap 
wrote to The Sunday School Times: prot 
I am very desirous of announcing the dates of the ' Pha: 
. Quarterly Temperance Sundays, and' I am wondering It 
what the Times is going to do in regard to the matter. | Peo 
I am very sure that to omit quarterly lessons would | tow: 
be as serious as to omit our meals if the restaurant pres 
proprietor should fail to provide a bill of fare. j sive 
Temperance workers need have no fear. By som ence 
evident oversight there were no temperance lesson of fb 
assigned for the First Quarter of 1918 in the Im quen 
proved Uniform Lessons. But two are indicated by pers 
the International: Lesson Committee for ‘temperanc whic 
applications in the Second Quarter of 1918 (lesson have 
of April 28 and May 5); two in the Third Quarte any « 
(August 4 and September 8); and of course th to tk 
World’s Temperance Sunday is specially provide were 
with a temperance lesson in the Fourth Quarte equa! 
(November 3). Th 
For 1919 there are four designated temperance les conte 
sons, one in each quarter: March 23; May 11; Au Zioni 
gust 31; and November 2. still 1 
And the following significant word has been re Sows 
ceived by The Sunday School Times from Professo — 
Ira M. Price, Secretary of the International Lesso Ww 
Committee : darkr 
Your question is a vital one, touching the temperance are | 
teaching in the Sunday-school. The Lesson gg fe ocean 
regards the matter settled that there must be a Tem-| mosp!} 
perance Lesson in each quarter. I do not now remem- for c 
ber just why. the Lesson Committee finally decided on bitter 
the very odd arrangement which occurs in the lessons mane! 
for 1918. As you have noted, there is no temperance us, w 

lesson in the First Quarter, but there are two in- the 7 
Second Quarter, two in the Third Quarter, and the sensat 
World’s Tempérance Sunday in the Fourth Quarter, grade 
which always comes, according to a decision of the, Fremun 
Lesson Committee, on the Sunday preceding the: No-| author 
vember elections. : ye | true i 
And I have no fears that there will be any omissions } “All I 

in the near future. I brought the matter to the atten- thei 
tion of sub-committees [at the Philadelphia meeting of} cir 
the Lesson Committee in December] who construct the? heaver 
lessons, and I am sure they will observe our long cus- } them, 
tom in that regard. surrou 
If you will note the lessons for 1919, you will find that? as the 
the temperance lessons occur one in each quarter, as} The 


crik 
erma 


also in those for 1920. As I remember, the Lesson Com des 
mittee decided that rather than break into each quarter§ 
by a‘temperance lesson from an outside passage, it? 


would be better to designate a lesson in the course, if ii} Mania, 
came in naturally, for study in that particular quarter) seventi 
This has been done in the lessons for 1918, 1919, and 1920) teenth 
I am sure the policy is very, strong in the Committe¢ theory 
to retain at least one lesson on temperance for eact/ “that tl 
’ 
quarter’s lessons. he As 


In its treatment of the 1918 lessons, The Sundy never | 
School Times is asking its own lesson writers | term j 
make the ninth lesson of the First Quarter, f{ hatred 










March 3, the temperance lesson; this is thé reco More 
of our Lord’s casting out the legion of. demons froj Semitis 
the “man with an unclean spirit, who had his dwe§ jn the | 
ing in the tombs; and no man could any more bil’ always 
him, no, not with a chain” (Mark 4: 35 to 5:20). ryan 
For the Second Quarter of 1918 the Times w§ of one 
treat as its temperance lesson the first of the t@ moven: 
optional temperance lessons; that for April are not 
“Jesus Rebukes Selfishness” (Mark 9: 30-50). ethnica 
For the Third Quarter of 1918 the Times Vv pean f¢ 
make its temperance lesson the first of the two @ who im 
tional temperance lessons, that for August 4, “Grol come t 






ing Stronger,” from Luke 2: 42-52, the boyhood | profess 
Jesus (“And Jesus advanced in wisdom and statu} the rad 
and in favor with God and men”), and 2 Peter 1:4 and po 
(“In your faith supply virtue; and in your vit? the mad 
knowledge; and in your knowledge self-contro§ the Je 
etc.). | the oth 
The World’s Temperance Sunday for the Fouf only ai 
Quart :,; November 3, is on “Appetite and Gre¢ are his 
(Gen. 25: 27-34), with the Golden Text from 1 Ci ¢rjotis 
inthians 9:25: “And every man that striveth in { js not 
games exerciseth self-control in all things. N' the Ag 
they do it to receive a corruptible crown; but we four ce 
incorruptible.” ‘ tered a 
It is very evident that temperance is not going! the prq 
be ignored by either the ‘Lesson Committee or «) diverse 
Sunday-school. And our American Congress se the jij 
to be doing its part, too! profit t 


The 





















\ 


1917 


Ives” } 
false | 


ood | 
a 


he is ( 
nd to | 
1:9). | 
sh us ; 
, then | 
ybody | 
D save | 


| 


among 
d Uni- 
e long 

Some 
of the 
nations® 





of the 
dering 
natter. 

would 
aurant 


sy som 
lesson 
the Im 
ated by 
iperanc 
(lesson 
Quarte 
irse th 
provide 
Quarte 


ance les 
11; Au 


been ref 
»rofesso 
1 ‘panes 


nperance 
ymmittee 
a Tem-} 
remem- 
cided on 
> lessons 
mperance 
1O in- the 
and the 
Quarter, | 
n of the} 
the: ‘No- | 





akechons 
he atten- 4 
1eeting of” 
struct the} 
long cus- 


find that; 
uarter, as} 
;son et 
sch quarter 
assage, it 
purse, if it} 
ir quarter. 
», and 1920.) 
Committee, 
> for eack/ 


‘he Sundy 
writers | 
uarter, fi 
thé reco 
mmons fro 
i his dwd 
- more bi 
» 5:.20). 
Times Ww 
of the t# 
April 
0-50). 
Times v 
the two ‘ 
st 4, “Gro 
boyhood | 
and statu} 
Peter 1:4 
your vit 





elf-contro 
- the Fouf 
and Gre¢ 
from 1 C 
triveth in ‘ 
hings. 

n; but we 


not going! 
mittee or « 
mgress sec 





LESSON FOR JAN. 13 (Mark 1 : 12-20) 








Why the World Hates the jew 


What is Anti-Semitism, and how will it culminate ? 








none, All lands are open to him to-day, but to 

none does he belong and in none is he really 
wanted. He is the uninvited and unwelcome visitor 
of all peoples. Some may pity, but more spurn him 
as ‘the lowest and most dejected thing of fortune! 
Even where he finds access easy, settlement profitable 
and citizenship granted, he is yet the object of not a 
little suspicion and of ‘much silent if not open con- 
tempt.” Thus reads the opening spragrar of a 
paper read in Edinburgh in February of 1917 by a 
prominent minister at a conference on the present 
phase of the Jewish question. _— 

It describes the actual condition of the Scattered 
People, and the attitude and feeling of the nations 
toward them, not in the past middie ages, but in this 
present twentieth century. And it is not only pas- 
sive dislike and silent contempt that the Jew experi- 
ences. In some countries of Europe, where the bulk 
of his nation has hitherto been located, he is fre- 
quently the object of active hostility and relentless 
persecution. Even in this great and terrible war, in 
which the millions of Jews in the Eastern war zone 
have drunk deeper out of the cup of anguish than 
any of the other nations, much extra sufferings came 
to them because they were Jews, and because the 
were regarded with equal suspicion and treated wit 
equal brutality by friends and foes alike. 

The pathetic plaint of one of the most eloquent of 
contemporary Jews—Dr, Max Nordau—at one of the 
Zionist Congresses in Basle, at which I was present, is 
still true. 


Jew-Baiting from Haman to Renan 

“We are living like Ttoglodytes, in perpetual 
darkness. To us the sun of justice is not shining. We 
are living like the creatures in the depths of the 
ocean. pon us press the weight of a thousand at- 
mospheres of mistrust and disdain. We have lived 
for centuries in a glacial period, surrounded by the 
bitter cold of malice and hatred. Those are the per- 
manent powers which have permanently influenced 
us, without noise, without incident, to give rise to 
sensational reports, yet under which we have retro- 
graded steadily, gradually, and unmistakably.” This 
reminds us of the complaint of a prominent Jewish 
author of the sixteenth century which was angel | 
true in his day, and is true in large measure still. 
“All peoples. of the earth,” he says, “are as one in 
their hatred. against the Jews; all creatures in 
heaven and on earth are united in sworn hostility to 
them, Before the Jewish child can lisp it is already 
surrounded by hatred and scorn. We are despised 
as the lowest worms.” ; 

The term “Anti-Semitism,” now so familiar, which 
describes the organized anti-Jewish movement in 
Germany, Austria, Hungary, France, Russia, Rou- 
mania, etc., can be traced back no further than the 
seventies or beginning of the eighties of the nine- 
teenth century. It has its origin in the ethnological 
theory propounded first of all by Ernest Renan, 
“that the Jews as Semites are entirely different from 
the Aryan, or Indo-European populations, and can 
never be amalgamated with them.” But while the 
term is quite modern, that for which it stands— 
hatred of the Jew—is very ancient. 

Moreover,. the alleged grounds by which Anti- 
Semitism seeks to justify itself are the same now as 
in the times past. The chief charge is that the Jew 
always remains an alien, insoluble element among the 
Aryan races which populate Europe. In the words 
of one of the oracles of the modern anti-Jewish 
movement, Friederich von Hellwald: “The Jews 
are not merely a different religious community, but 
ethnically an altogether different race, The Euro- 
pean feels instinctively that the Jew is a stranger 
who immigrated from Asia . . . civilization will over- 
come the antipathy against the Israelite who merely 


al ie Jew has no home of his own and can find 


| professes another religion, but never that against 


the radically different Jew. The Jew is cosmopolitan 
and possesses a certain astuteness which makes him 
the master of the honest Aryan. In Eastern Europe 
the Jew is the cancer slowly eating into the flesh of 
the other nations. Exploitation of the people is his 
only aim. Selfishness and lack of personal courage 
are his chief characteristics; self-sacrifice and pa- 
triotism are altogether foreign to him.” All which 
is not very different in its essence from what Haman 
the Agagite said to Ahasuerus more than twenty- 
four centuries ago: “There is a certain people scat- 
tered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all 
the provinces of thy kingdom; and their laws are 
diverse from those of every people; neither keep they 
the king’s laws: therefore it is not for the king’s 
profit to suffer them” (Esth. 3:9). 

The truth or falsehood of anti-Semitic accusations 
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other side, the dark side of truth, 
en in the title of this article. The world does 
the Jew. Here are amazing facts that blackly 
> And here also is the clear reason for it. 


ishment of such is certain; and the day is coming 
er as ae ee oe God for - 








against the Jews I dare not here stay to examine; 
but the literature which the movement has produced, 
and the actions of many of its leaders and followers, 
reveal the sad fact that the professional anti-Semite 
on the continent of Europe has become morally 
blinded by the spirit of prejudice and hatred in which 
he lives, to the extent of being no longer able to dis- 
tinguish between light and darkness, truth and false- 
hood, and often aous himself to be carried by his 
peonene to the greatest lengths of injustice and vil- 
ainy. 

In the eyes of the anti-Semite it is not a question 


- whether Jews, like other men, are sinners, or are 


reater sinners than others; but the Jew himself, 


rom the sole of his foot to the crown of his head, * 


his very existence, is an unpardonable crime, His 
very virtues are brought up as accusations against 
him, and the whole literature of the world is ran- 
sacked and often misquoted, in order to prove that 
every Jew who has ever had the impudence to live 
has been nothing else than an unmitigated rascal, to 
whom all the woes which have ever come upon the 
uncircumcised are to be traced. Even the Bible is 
abused and perverted by anti-Semitic writers in their 
search for charges true or false against the Jews. 
God’s promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and 
utterances from the prophets, are quoted as proof of 
Jewish pride and arrogance who dare represent them- 
selves as the chosen and specially favored people; and 
when the prophets utter scathing denunciations or 
penitential confessions it is still brought up in evi- 
dence that the Jews are, and ever have been, tlie 
worst people under heaven. 


Fierce Rivals of the Middle Classes 


One is reminded of the story about one of the 
Roman Emperors who, walking out one day with his 
retinue, happened to meet a poor Jew on the road- 
side who bowed most humbly and saluted. The 
Emperor stopped, and shouted, “What, you, a Jew 
have the impudence to salute the Roman Emperor! 
Off with his head!” A little farther on he met an- 
other Jew who, observing from,a distance what had 
been done to his unfortunate brother, remained mo- 
tionless, and in fear and trembling allowed the tyrant 
to pass without saluting. Whereupon the Emperor 
cried, “What, you, a Jew, are so impudent as not to 
salute the Roman Emperor! Off with his head.” 

But, I may be asked, is there no ground for the 
accusations which are brought by anti-Semites against 
the Jew? 

It is not my aim to cover up the sins of my people. 


There were no. greater patriots than the prophets,- 


yet they speak of Israel as a “sinful nation,” a peo- 
ple “laden with iniquity,” and the oppressions and 
degradations to which as a people they have been 
subjected for so many centuries have not tended to 
ennoble their character. No, the Jews in a state of 
apostasy from their God are not a blessing among 
the nations, though they yet shall be (Zech. 8:13). 
But this I can say in truth: that the many false accu- 
sations which have been brought against them 
through the centuries, of crimes which they know in 
their conscience they were not guilty of, has been one 
of Satan’s chief means of hardening the heart of the 
Jew into a Pharisaic self-consciousness, and of blind- 
ing his eyes to his real condition before God. This 
may specially be said to have been the effect of the 
vile and utterly baseless bléod accusations and whole- 
sale charges of disloyalty which have been brought 
against him. 

Often too the crimes of individual Jews have been 
charged to the whole nation. Dickens in one of his 
tales makes a pious Jew speak thus: “In Christian 
countries Jews are not treated like other people, for 
they say, ‘This is a bad Greek, but there are also 
good Greeks. Such a one is a bad Turk, but there 
are also good ones to be found.’ When they talk of 
Jews it is not so, They find out the bad easily 
enough—in every nation is it not easy to discover the 
bad?—but people take the worst among us as speci- 
mens of the best, and accept the vilest among us to 
represent the noblest, and say Jews are all alike.” 


Several years ago a friend of mine, an English 


cler; an, was spending his summer holiday in a 
small out-of-the-way place in Schleswig-Holstein 
(Germany). Being an earnest man he arranged to 


give a few Gospel addresses and Bible talks to the 
sants in the village. On one of the occasions he 
appened to speak of the Jews and of Christian in- 
debtedness to them. He reminded his hearers of the 
fathers, and prophets, and psalmists, and then went 
on to speak of the apostles, that they also were all 
Jews. hereupon he was interrupted by a man at 
the back who stood up and said: “Sir, here you are 
mistaken: Jesus Christ had twelve apostles, but only 
one was a Jew, namely Judas!” This, alas! had been 
too often the way in ristendom. People remem- 
ber well enough that Judas was a Jew, but they for- 
get that John and James, Andrew and Peter, and all 
the rest of the apostles were also men of Israel. 

And the same is true with regard to the nation as 
a whole. There are still Judases in the Jewish na- 
tion,—are they not to be found also in every other 
nation? But some of the very noblest characters are 
also to be found among the Jews. 

The political and economic causes of modern anti- 
Semitism have been well summarized by Dr. Theo- 
dore Herzl in his book “The Jewish State,” which 

ave birth to the Zionist movement. “Modern anti- 

emitism,” he says, “is not to be confounded with 
the religious persecution of the Jews in former times. 
It does occasionally take a somewhat religious bias, 
but the main current of the aggressive movement has 
now changed. In the principal countries where anti- 
Semitism prevails it does so as a result of the eman- 
cipation of the Jews. 

“When civilized nations awoke to the inhumanity 
of exclusive legislation, and enfranchised us, our en- 
franchisement came too late. It was no longer possi- 
ble legally to remove our disabilities in our old homes. 
For we had, curiously enough, developed while in the 
Ghetto into a bourgeois people, and we stepped out 
of it only to enter inio fierce competition with the 
middle classes, Hence our emancipation set us sud- 
denly within this middle class circle, where we have 
a double pressure to sustain, from within and from 
without. : 

“Anti-Semitism increases day by day and hour by 
hour among the nations; indeed, it is bound to in- 
crease, because the causes of its growth continue to 
exist and cannot be removed. Its remote cause is. 
our loss of the power ‘of assimilation during the 
Middle Ages; its immediate cause is our excessive 
production of mediocre intellects, who cannot find an 
outlet downwards or upwards,—that is to say, no 
wholesome outlet in either direction. When we sink, 
we become a revolutionary proletariat, the subordinate 
officers of the revolutionary party ; when we rise, there 
rises also our terrible power of the purse. The oppres- 
sion we endure does not improve us, for we are not a 
whit better than ordinary people. It is true that we 
do not love our enemies; but he alone who can con- 
quer himself dare reproach us with that fault. Op- 
pression naturally creates hostility against oppres- 
sors, and our hostility aggravates the pressure.” 


God’s Evident Purpose in the Persecution 


But the present condition of the Jews among the 
nations, and the mysterious antipathy which they 
encounter in practically all lands of their dispersion, 
cannot be accounted for merely by social, economical, 
or political reasons, The primary cause is to be 
found in their special relationship to God and his 
overruling providence, directed with a view to pre- 
serving them a separate nation. Israel is God’s na- 
tional prodigal son, who, if he “found things quite 
comfortable in the “far country” where he is now 
squandering his gifts and talents, and degrading him- 
self with occupations for which he was never in- 
tended, would gladly settle down and become assim- 
ilated among the nations and forget his-sin agaizst 
his Father, and his home from: which he has wan- 
dered. His nest must therefore cofitinually be 
stirred up, that he may be reminded that the lands 
of the Gentiles are not his permanent resting-place. 

In relation to the Jewish people history does in- 
deed repeat itself, and the words of the Preacher are 
true: “The thing that hath been, it is that which 
shall be . . . and there 1s no new thing under the sun.” 
In Psalm 105, which recounts the story of Israel’s past 
redemption as the ground of hope for the future, we 
read, “Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob so- 
journed in the land of Ham. And he increased his 


-people greatly; and made them stronger than their 


enemies. He turned their heart to hate his people, 
to deal subtilly with his servants.” There follows 
a list of the plagues which God poured out upon 
Egypt, culminating in the slaying of all the first- 
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born of the land, “the chief of all their strength,” so 
that “Egypt was glad when they departed; for the 


fear of them had fallen upon them. ... For he re- 
membered his holy promise, and Abraham his ser- 
vant. And he brought forth his people with joy, and 
his chosen with gladness.” 

If we substitute the word “nations” for Egypt we 
have an epitome in these verses of the origin, de- 
velopment and issues not only of the ancient but 
also of the modern phase of the “Jewish Question” 
and the answer to the question, “Why the World 
Hates the Jew.” 

The origin of the Jewish Question in Egypt is 
summed up in the words: “He increased his people 

reatly; and made them stronger than their enemies.” 

his is brought out still more clearly in the original 
account in Exodus, where we read: “And the chil- 
dren of Israel were fruitful, and increased abun- 
dantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceeding mighty ; 
and the land was filled with them.” ‘It was on 
that account that the new Pharaoh who knew not 
Joseph became alarmed and took counsel with his 
people, saying, “Come on, let us deal wisely with 
them,” the results of which were measures of re- 
pression, and when these did not answer, the promul- 
gation of an edict for their extermination. 

Now the modern phase of the Jewish Question 
originated and becomes from year to year intensified 
from the same cause. 

The rapid increase of the Jews since the middle of 
the nineteenth century is one of the most striking and 
Significant signs of the times. 

At the beginning of the sixteenth century there 
were according to high authorities only about one 
million Jews left in the world after the continual 
dispersions, terrible sufferings, and almost whole- 
sale massacres which they had to endure in the dark 
and middle ages. With the Reformation there was 
a certain lessening of the oppression and persecu- 
tion from which they had so long suffered, and in 
1 00 fmamaa they experienced a slight national re- 
vival. 

But even at the beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, when Basnage published his “History of the 
Jews from Jesus Christ to the Present Time” (1708), 
—the first orderly and scientific account of the Jew- 
ish people which appeared in Europe,—he estimated 
that there were not more than three millions of Jews 
in the world. 

At the commencement of the nineteenth century 
there were said to be five millions; at the end of an- 
other century—in 1896—the greatest living authority 
on Jewish statistics gave their number as eleven 
millions; less than two decades later the fresh cen- 
sus taken in Russia (where nearly half the Jewish 
nation is located) and other countries revealed the 
fact that there were no less than thirteen million 
Jews in the world. And the surprising feature in 
connection with these latest figures is the officially 
authenticated fact that in the country where they 
were most persecuted (Russia) just there they in- 
crease most rapidly, 

Within the past thirty or thirty-five years some 
three million Jews have been driven by persecution to 
emigrate from Russia, Galicia, etc., chiefly to the 
United States and Canada, yet the number of Jews 
in those countries has not become diminished but has 
rather increased. The Slavic peoples are the most 
prolific among the European races, but the Jews in- 
crease four or five times as rapidly as the Slavs. 

Truly the old story of Israel in Egypt renews itself 
to-day: “The more they afflicted them, the more they 
multiplied and the more they spread abroad.” 

And not only is it in point of numbers that God 
is again causing his people “to increase greatly,” but 
by their superior wits and enérgy, and by their 
habits of frugality and thriftiness, he makes them 
“stronger than their enemies,” so that in those 
regions where the bulk of the nation is to be found, 
wherever the Jew has a fair chance he naturally 
places his Gentile neighbor in a less favorable posi- 
tion in the struggle for existence. The superior 
ability of the Jew is openly acknowledged by anti- 
Semites, and often appealed to as a ground for the 
restrictive and repressive laws which were in vogue 
against them in some countries. 

The following is taken from a chapter in a work 
which summarizes “The case for Russian anti- 
Semitism”: “But there is still another element which 
the rulers of Russia are constrained to take into their 
consideration. The intellect of the Jew is masterful. 
His assiduity, his deadly resolve to get on, his self- 
denial and ambition surmount all natural obstacles. 
If all careers in the Russian Empire were thrown 
epen to the Russian Jew, not a decade would go by 
before the whole Russian administration from Port 
Arthur to Eytkuhnen, and from Archangel to Yalta, 
must pass into Hebraic hands. This is a sober state- 
ment of facts.” 

The same is true of other continental countries. 
The following is a passage from an apology for anti- 
Semitism in Austria, which, though somewhat ex- 
aggerated, is largely true: 

“The Jews are all powerfully represented in every 
walk in life that leads to influence and fortune. In 
the professions of law, medicine, and literature their 
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numbers are out of all proportion to their quota of 
the population. Finance and commerce are practi- 
tally in their hands. The great business houses, the 
banks, the railways that do not belong to the state, 
are all controlled by them. The Produce Exchange, 
and of course the Bourse at Vienna, Prague, or Buda- 
pest are deserted on Jewish holidays. The press, 
with the exception of the Czech organs, is almost ex- 
clusively in the hands of the Jews.” 

The proportion of Jews in the universities of Aus- 
tria has been far in excess of what might be ex- 
pected from their actual number in the country. In 
the particular year to which the writer of the above 
refers, the Vienna University was attended by 6,530 
students, and of these 2,500 or forty percent were 
gone. Most of the great specialists, and the best- 

nown professors in Vienna, were Jews or of Jewish 
origin. The faculty of law may almost be said to be 
a monopoly of the Jews in Austria, and also in Ger- 
many, where they form not only a large percentage 
of the attorneys, but also of the judges of the highest 
courts, and have, as in Engiand and France, sup- 
plied from their ranks ministers of justice and judges 
of appeal. 

The next step in the old Jewish Question in Egypt 
was that “He turned their heart [that is, of the 
Egyptians] to hate his people, to deal subtilly with 
his servants.” This is how the great God causes the 
wrath of man to praise him, and when his purpose is 
accomplished “restrains the remainder.” Pharaoh 
and his counsellors said, “Come on, let us deal wisely 
with them,” and attempted to solve the Jewish ques- 
tion in their own way, by persecution and extermina- 
tion; but God turned the wisdom of the Egyptians 
into foolishness. “The more they afflicted them, the 
more they multiplied and grew.” Instead of succeed- 
ing in drowning them in the Nile, Pharaoh and his 
host were in the end drowned in the Red Sea, 

But what is the meaning of God’s “turning their 
heart to hate his people”? 

It had a double significance. 

In relation to Israel it was the means which God 
employed to stir up their nest and to make them will- 
ing to leave the land in which, until the persecutions 
broke out, they had been content to live for centuries. 
“For he remembered his holy promise, and Abraham 
his servant,” and the time had come according to his 
own Divine forecast to Abraham (Gen. 15:13, 14) 
that they should come out of Egypt, and take pos- 
session of the lands of the Amorites, whose iniquity 
was now full. 

Secondly, in relation to Egypt it was “an evident 
token of perdition” and precursor of the plagues 
which came upon it. The judicial hardening of the 
heart of Pharaoh and the Egyptians was in itself part 
of the punishment of a righteous God upon a cruel 
nation sinking lower and lower to the most con- 
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temptible depths of idolatry. God often chasténs his 
own people “with the rod of men, and with the 
stripes of the children of men,” but he has no pleas- 
ure in the scourge which he employs, and as a rule 
uses for the chastisement of his people men or na- 
tions whom he designs to give up to destruction for 
their wickedness. . 

Now in these respects; too, the ancient Jewish 
Question in Egypt finds its parallel in the modern 
anti-Jewish movement. The millions of the poor and 
less cultured orthodox Talmudic Jews in Russia, 
Galicia, and Roumania have long ago been convinced 
that these lands cannot much longer remain their 
resting-places, and that it is about time for them to 
“arise and depart” toward that land for which they 
have never ceased to cherish a yearning desire; hence 
theemany colonizing schemes and the more than thirty 
Jewish colonies which existed in Palestine before the 
war, consisting almost entirely of Russian and Rou- 
manian Jews. 

The remarkable thing is that, as the result of the 
newest phases of the anti-Jewish movement on the 
Continent, the more cultured, wealthy, and rational- 
istic Jews are at last digesting the truths that it is 
not by the so-called “reform” movement which aims 
at assimilation with the nations that the Jewish 
Question will be solved; for, after all their efforts 
in this direction for more than half a century and 
their desperate eagerness .to strip themselves of all 
that is true and false in orthodox Judaism, as a kind 
of peace-offering to the mysterious, deep-seated an- 
tipathy of the Gentiles, they find that it is just against 
themselves, more even than against the less cul- 
tured of their brethren in Russia and Eastern Europe, 
that the bitterest animosity is manifested, and that 
Christendom, though it is itself for the most part 
apostate from truth and from the faith of Christ, 
is even less reconciled to the rationalism and neology 
of the modern cultivated “Israelite,” than it is to the 
Talmudism of the more consistent orthodox “Jew” 
who still wears his kaftan and peyoth. 

What is this but a repetition of the warning words 
which God in his providence has so often spoken to 
Israel: “And that which cometh into your: mind 
shall not be at all; in that ye say, We will be as the 
nations, as the families of the countries.” 

Finally, in relation to the nations of Christendom, 
anti-Semitism which will culminate in the great con- 
federacy of the nations against Jerusalem with the 
cry, “Come, let us destroy them from being a na- 
tion; that the name of Israel be no more in’ ‘remem- 
brance,” is one of the manifest symptoms of apostasy, 
and an omen of approaching judgment. For the 
word of God to Abraham still holds true, “I will 
bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee 
will I curse.” . 
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How Bolton Street's pastor caught the meaning 
of the angels’ message at the first Christmas 





As Man to Brother Man 


By Rosa Louise Hartley 





ter thou into the joy of thy lord!” 

The sermon was over. The audience room 
had been packed, the gallery with young men down 
from the college. There were other and bigger 
churches near the college, but students and professors 
alike came in ever-increasing numbers to Bolton 
Street, Paul Irving’s church, ; 

He stood now at the gallery door, greeting each 
one of the tumbling, jostling crowd by name, his 
voice intimate, joyous, vital. In a moment they had 
shoved on imperiously out into the night. Quickly 
then he pressed into the throngs outgoing from the 
audience room, stretching out a hand here, there, to 
right, to left, always with his individual, joyous word 
of greeting. People waited to bask in the radiating 
personality and compelling friendliness of the man. 
They said things; hearty, hurried things of appreci- 
ation, some voices trembling with emotion: “A great 
sermon!” “It helped me!” perfunctory words, yet 
somehow deep with pledge of stronger living. Paul 
Irving smiled and spoke a “thank you” that seemed 
to accept and bless the silent pledge. Men went away 
warmed and thrilled, sensing a courage within them- 
selves unguessed before. 

‘The lingering crowds at last were gone. Only two 
men remained talking in a corner of the vestibule, 
the one, John Watkins, the shabby, worn-looking sex- 
ton, and a lad from the college the other, The sex- 
ton seemed urgent, and the boy appeared to listen. 

Paul Irving spoke briskly as he passed: 

“Well, John, time to shut up again, isn’t it?” and 
to the lad, “Good-night, Dobson. Glad you came,— 
always glad to see you. Come again.” 

Paul missed the answering smile his own magnetic 
smile almost never failed to call forth. . The boy 
shuffled, muttered a diffident, half-ashamed “Thank 


WN ters done, good and faithful servant; en- 





you, Mr. Irving,” and turned to the sexton again. 
“I—I sure do appreciate your interest, all right. 
Good-night, sir.” 

John Watkins laid a work-scarred hand on the 
boy’s shoulder. “Good-night, lad. I'll be thinking 


of you this week.” 


The voice sounded tired, tired to death. There 
was no singing note of joyousness in it, such as one 
heard in the young minister’s tones. John Watkins 
had always plodded where the work of the world is 
hard, and joy scanty and unspontaneous. The work 
had taken its inexorable toll of strength and youth, 
that was all. 

Paul Irving thought pitifully of this as he passed 
on into his study, and wondered, as he had wondered 
before, about his sexton’s activities after the night 
service. It was not the first time that John Watkins 
had buttonholed a college man, and there was always 
some one, he recalled. Once he had seen a: gay chit 
of a girl grow gradually sober, and leave the church 
with bowed head. Another time a woman with brazen 
face and flaming clothes had disregarded his hand 
of greeting and stumbled past him into the night. 
He had seen tears in her eyes. as she passed. John 
had told him only that he had known the woman years 
before, and so had spoken to her. 


AUL IRVING’S thoughts turned back to his own 

work. He scanned mentally the audience of thie 
morning, the larger one at night. He had swayed and 
thrilled both. Oh, it was a glorious thing to have 
power—the power to move men as he had seen them 
moved that night! Those men in the gallery, their 
loose bodies strained tense against the rail! . And the 
men in the pews, professors listening more than re- 
spectfully,—profoundly ! 


Bradford,—he. could recall a dozen of the town’s big 


Baker, .the editor of a city, 
daily, had been there; Judge Hastings, ex-Senator ~ 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 13 (Mark 1 : 12-20) 


men, and ‘he had held them, .played with them, 
moulded them like clay. He was called a “man’s 
preacher.” He rejoiced in the title. 

“Well done, good and faithful servant; enter thou 
into the joy of thy lord!” Paul Irving heard his own 
ringing, joyous voice pronouncing the words. The 
immediacy of the reward he had dwelt upon, the 
follow-up sweets of work well done. The deeper, 
farther-spreading rewards,—influences set in motion, 
released agencies for good,—these could be measured 
only when the judgment books should open and the 
Master himself pronounce the benedictory “Well 
done!” 

But there was enough reward now, he had urged, 
to make good work infinitely worth while. He had 
spoken of the inward satisfaction in a man’s own 
heart: when he had wrought well, of tangible rewards 
in money and honor, of the approval of friends and 
one’s fellows. . Were these not all bits of Heaven’s 
joy passed on from the Creator to the creature, the 
Master Worker to the creature become in turn cre- 
ator in the degree that he entered into His work, and 
served the world honestly, cleanly? And the appeal 
at the last to the young men, he knew it had gone 
home. He had worked carefully, spared nothing, 

iven of his best. He was tired, yet exhilarated. 

umbly, it seemed to him, he uttered a prayer of 

thanksgiving for the joy that was his reward Jin 
work done as well as he had known how to do it. 

KNOCK interrupted his musings; John Watkins 

entered, his shoulders sagging rather more than 
usual, His feet dragged, and the weary lines in his 
face seemed deeper etched than ever before. The 
minister waited for the word he knew the man had 
come to say. He waited for it now as he had done 
every Sunday night during the two years of his pas- 
torate. It came promptly, with blunt sincerity: 
’'“Pastor Paul, it was the grand sermon you 
preached to your sheep thé night; good, strong food 
it was, lad. I’m thinking the goats may be taking a 
nibble, too, at it.” * 

“Thank you, John.” The usual answer it was, but 
something led him to add kindly, “I’d miss it if you 
ever forgot to tell me that at the day’s end, John; a 
sort of tuck-in pat, itis when you’re tired and ready 
to sleep.” 

“You’d miss it, you, Pastor Paul, from me!” 

“T certainly should. Why, John, I’ve grown to ex- 
pect it. You’ve spoiled me, man.” 

Paul Irving. was startled at the light that came into 
the. wern face, , 

“Yes, you have spoiled me,” he repeated, “ir? more 


. ways than one, spoiled me for any other sexton for 


instance. There isn’t another ehurch in town kept 
like this one, John.” 

John Watkins’ figure straightened and took on a 
strange elation. 

“T—I guess that’s some of that immediacy you talked 
about, some of the follow-up sweets, you called them, 
that you’re passing me, Pastor Paul. I’m wondering 
what His joy will be if it’s so heartsome to listen to 
a-word like you spoke just now. I—I it’s just a 
notion, maybe—but I’ve tried to have his house sweet 
and clean for Him because, well, I’ve always thought 
of him standing up there in your pulpit right along 
*side of you; and I didn’t want him to be seeing dust 
and dirt, nor having to breathe bad air just when 
he’d come down out of the sweet, clean skies for his 
week-end visit like. Nobody ever told me before, 
but if you’re pleased, Pastor Paul—'course its only 
door-keeping in his house, but maybe now he’ll say, 
‘Well done, Doorkeeper,’ especially if I can refer 
him to you.” 
® eed pant Spagna smote Paul Irving. He had fed him- 

self on this man and others, accepted their praise 
as his right, a sweet morsel to roll in secret under 
his tongue. The immediacy of his own reward, idol- 
ized success, proclaimed on every hand,—he had 
taken it all and left unspoken, unacknowledged, the 
matchless service of this humblest of his flock. The 
buoyancy of spirit over his own day’s work vanished 
and left him ashamed, abased. 

“I am sorry enough, John, that I have never thought 
to speak before,” he said simply. “This house of 
our Lord is as sweet and wholesome as earthly tab- 
ernacle could be made for his presence. And over 
there you will have greater joy than many of us who 
have sucked our sweets here. Good-night, John, 
Brother.” f 

The sexton gripped the extended hand, and the 
gladness in his face hurt Paul Irving. Hewers of 
wood, bearers of water, doorkeepers of the temple,— 
who was he to march to music while these others, 
members of the same body, plodded faithful in voice- 
less deserts? 

Paul Irving could not sleep that night. He rose 
at last from his bed and tried to read, only to lay 
down book after book. Before him on the pages he 
could see nothing but the dumb light that had hurt 
him, that strange joy light transfiguring the worn, 
labor-trenched face of the man that was his sexton— 
no, Doorkeeper of the Temple of the Living God. In 
the low lights of dawn Paul Irving went on his knees 
and made solemn resolutions that bound him to those 
who plodded lonely in voiceless deserts. 

Afterwards he slept, slept on and on until some 
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one burst harshly into the room and told him to 
come. “There has been an accident in the Herring 
Building, a loose ladder round,—John Watkins it 
was, three stories up; he must have been dizzy or he 
could have saved himself—he’d complained that mosn- 
ing of his head, so probably,—no, there was no hope, 
none, the hospital surgeon said; he must come at. 
once.” é 

Paul Irving prayed as he ran, but in his heart he 
know his petition was not granted. As he knelt 
down beside the crushed form John Watkins opened 
his eyes. “Aye, lad, I’m glad you’ve come. just 

anted to. say, to—to say I’m glad you told me last 
night, I’ve got your word, Pastor Paul, to give Him 
that I’ve tended his house well. I—I wanted to be a— 
a good doorkeeper. No, it’s all right. I’m glad to be 
going—but tell Dobson—you remember—last night— 
tell him I went away remembering him. I—I said 
I would. Good-night, Pastor Paul. It was a grand 
sermon 4 

Paul Irving leaned swiftly close. His ringing 
voice stayed for a moment the passing spirit: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord.” 

“I’ve got your word—good-night—Pastor Paul——” 

He rose from his knees dazed and stricken, and in 
the days that followed Paul Irving walked in sack- 
cloth. He saw strange things,—and understood. He 
beheld the low-ceiled, miserable room in.which John 
Watkins had lived alone, heaped high with flowers. 
Many, the majority, were from venders’ carts, wired, 
but brave in their expiring beauty. Others there were 
ne the great greenhouses, unmarred, perfect, 
costly. 

Dobson came and knelt unashamed beside the cas- 
ket. Other college lads came, and other men and 
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women, The women wept. Among them was thé 
woman of the brazen face and flaming dress. 

How, when, and where the man John Watkins had 
rendered his neighbors service did not so much ap- 
pear, only that he had served them. Paul Irving in 
his new humility justly reckoned that service great, 
knowing that it was entered thus in the records of 
the eternal. 

* - * * * 

Aa it was Sunday night, and again Bolton 

Street was crowded to the doors. The boy Dobson 
was there in the front row of the gallery. Paul 
Irving preached to him only, threading his way at 
first, then bearing skilfully straight into the boy’s 
heart. And Dobson had come to his study after- 
wards; he was gone now, but the pastor’s hand still 
tingled from the lad’s grip. 

Outside in the church a new janitor anxiously 
shook up cushions, turned out lights, and shut windows. 

In his study Paul waited uncertainly, expectantly, 
his finger on the electric button, He looked toward 
the door, and a choke came into his throat. “It’s all 
right with Dobson, John/’ he whispered brokenly. © 
“The bells will be ringing, so you'll know. I’m glad 
you’re there for the finish of what you began, a 
week ago. Good-night, John.” Then he went quickly 
out into the darkened church. : - 

The new man was closing the last window. The 
minister stopped abruptly, and smiled, a friendly, 
warming smile, “You've done exceptionally ‘well 
for a first day, Tom.” 

“Thank you, sir. I’ve tried.” 

The new man’s face seemed brighter, less worried 
looking. The memory of it stayed with Paul Irving 
and comforted him until he slept. 

Yonkers, N. Y. 
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Prayer Adventures in Chile 


By W. C. Hoover 





N A VISIT.to the south of Chile in the dis- 

charge of my duties as superintendent of a 
branch of the Lord’s work which has been committed 
to me, I reached Pitrufquén on: December 1, 1913. It 
was a season of great drought, and the pastor, after 
the first salutations on meeting me at the train, be- 
gan immediately to tell me of. the suffering crops, and 
that even the oxen on the road died from suffocation 
from kicking the deep dust into their noses as they 
walked along with lowered heads.” 

I aay. “Have you prayed about it?” 

< tg . 

Others whom I met commented in the same way. 
I asked the same question, and received the same 
answer. At prayers a little later I was led to ask the 
Lord to send rain and refresh the land that was 
weary, Everywhere the same theme of conversation, 
the same question, and the same reply. My heart 
kept that petition before the Lord, though not again 
did I pray publicly for rain, as I remember. 

On Thursday the sky began to cloud; on Friday 
(the sth) the clouds increased- and the wind took a 
direction which led one to say, “If this continues, we 
shall have rain.” I inwardly praised and prayed. On 
Saturday several fine drops were felt. On Sunday 
we rode through a heavy rain to a destination that 
expected us. While drying my clothes by the fire, 
my farmer brother said how thankful he was for the 
rain. I replied, “If you are thankful, how much 
more am [? This is my rain; my Father sent it to 
me.” Though an earnest Christian, he looked at me 
almost with awe. 

I said: “When the Lord lets these things come, 
it is not that we shall sit and bewail; it is not that 
he wants us to suffer, but he is trying to draw our 
eyes and attention to himself as the source of all the 
blessings we have.” In the afternoon we walked 
nearly a league, to a meeting, in another heavy down- 
pour, which ended the drought. 

Returning to Valparaiso, we began to suffer from 
a scarcity of water here as well. The climate is 
different here and we expect rain only in the winter 
season. There has been a shortage of ram for sev- 
eral years, until the supply for the city was very low: 
and now so low that the city was put on a limit of 
two hours’ water in the twenty-four. Many tene- 
ments have what is. called “limited -service,” which 
means that with the tap open only a small stream 
willrun. Such places, occupied by from five to thirty 
families of poor people, suffered greatly. Women 
on the hills were carrying water laboriously up from 
the police stations where there were tanks, cans, and 
pails of water, for their washing: We had an un- 
limited service with a meter, and a large barrel. 
We filled the barrel and tubs during those precious 
two hours, and had water to supply many a pitcher 
and tea kettle of our neighbors. 

This distressing state of things led me to cry to 
God, “Send rain.” But the days and weeks passed; 








the water was getting a bad odor; the distress con- 
tinued. February came and went; March passed; 
now surely we shall have rain, for in this part of 
the world April leads to winter and the rains begin; 
but no rain. 

On the morning of Wednesday, May 13, I sat up 
in bed, looking out of the window, grieved for. the 
affliction of the people, and said: “Lord, how long 
shall I have to say, ‘Perhaps to-morrow’? The 
months are passing; winter will be over, and no rain. 
I know the people are wicked, but have mercy on this 
oorety land and people, and send rain before Sun- 

ay!” 

I was a little startled at my words, but my mind 

flashed to an occasion, years before, when I had set 
a date for the Lord and he had honored it. So I 
repeated the words and continued: “Send a lot of 
rain; satisfy the earth. You said that Elias was a 
man like me; then I am a man like Elias; if I am 
not, make me so, and send rain before Sunday!” 
_ When I walked out on my duties on the succeed- 
ing days, with my prayer in my heart or on my lips, 
my eyes would scan the sky. No sign. Then within 
me rose up the spirit of defiance, as if the devil had 
said it, and I said, “Lord, I am not asking rain be- 
cause there are signs, but because you are God: send 
rain before Sunday!” . 

On Saturday morning I sat up in bed and looked 
out of the window upon a beautiful rain! I had 
duties out and got well wet, but how my heart and 
my lips praised the Lord, as I told him as I walked 
on the street ; I thanked him for every drop! At noon 
it was stopping a little. I prayed, almost in alarm, 
“No, no, Lord; I asked for a lot!” The rain re- 
sumed and continued till evening. 

Before Christmas came it had rained forty-four 
days; sometimes whole twenty-four hours; some- 
times a whole day, sometimes a whole night; some- 
times several hours, It was the heaviest rainfall 
that had been known since the year 1858. 

So I had both the rain before Sunday and the 
abundance. Blessed be our faithful God! I told 
my people on the Sunday after the first rain what 
God had done, so they were with me in praising 
God. One heavy rain caused damage to some adobe 
buildings. One of my people said: “The pastor has 
asked for rain; now he had better ask to have it 
stop.” When I knew of this I told the people that 
men knew that it ought to rain, and so when they 
built they should lay foundations and build accord- 
ingly, and not like the foolish man of whom Jesus 
spoke. God was not responsible if their houses 
didn’t stand; it was man’s negligence and disregard 
of God’s laws. 

Among our people are many blessed “Adventures 
in the Promised Land of Prayer,” so we understand 
and appreciate the experiences of our dear fellow- 
workers. God bless them! 

VALPARAISO, CHILE. 
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Where to Begin in Saving the Soldiers 


How army camp successes point to a greater opportunity back at home 








ministers, that you have four months to do your 

job with the men who are going out in the next 
draft. You will have to get busy. It is a mighty 
pressure, but a mighty, mighty chance, and you can't 
get away from it.” ; 

Dr. R. W. Veach, Religious Work Director at 
Camp Dix, Wrightstown, N. J., was speaking to the 
Presbyterian Sunday-school Superintendents’ Associa- 
tion of Philadelphia as he gripped their attention with 
this and similar statements. He went on immediately 
to quote an officer of very high rank in the American 
army, and a Christian man, too, as saying: 

“‘Tf Germany continues to show the force she has,’ 
—and this was before she broke into Italy, and got 
the supplies to carry her over another year,—‘of the 
American army that must first strike the German 
line next spring, sixty percent will never come back. 
You Christian workers in American army camps 
have four months to do your job. Now,—you do it.’” 


Testing the Power of the Home Touch 


Dr, Veach is Secretary of Religious Education oi the 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, but has been re- 
leased for three months for the task he is so splendidly 
perfornfing with the Y. M. C. A, at this big army 
camp, among 15,000 soldiers whose numbers are con- 
stantly being augmented. His natural vigor was en- 
hanced by a God-given conception of the tremendous 
opportunity, and he so aroused the Sunday-school 
superintendents present, 175 strong, that they not 
only voted $75 from their treasury to buy Pocket 
Testament League Scriptures for the supply of a 
single company of scldiers, but passed this resolu- 
tion: 


That this Association strongly recommends to 
every Sabbath school that they proceed to raise 
sufficient funds to buy enough Testaments to fur- 
nish at least a company between now and the first 
of the year. 


“I almost cried when I looked over my list to-day 
and found requests for 25,000 Testaments, and I had 
not one to send.” This was said by J. Lewis Twad- 
dell, Secretary of the Pocket Testament League, in 
the discussion that followed Dr. Veach’s address. 
Mr. Twaddell said that all the men of the 109th In- 
fantry, who went to Camp Hancock, have received 
Pocket Testaments, however, and he added that fifty- 
one of the fifty-two line officers of the Pocket Testa- 
ment League have found a letter asking for more 
Testaments. 

“My whole Bible class has gone,” said A. A. Scott. 
“Six out of fourteen of my pupils are in the trenches, 
Of the fourteen, every one has given his heart to 
Jesus Christ, and has taken in his pocket the New 
Testament. One of the boys writes, ‘I have been 
wounded three times, and am back on the front fight- 
ing for liberty; and I thank God I came to know 
Jesus Christ before I got here.’ Still another letter 
from one of the boys now in Italy says, ‘I thank God 
I met Jesus Christ.’” 

Richard H. Wallace, who has two sons in a South- 
ern army camp, made a plea for the sailors in 
the Navy Yard. He sajd his church had been en- 
tertaining the sailor lads since the first of June. One 

oung fellow said he had not been inside of a church 
efore for thirteen years. He confessed shame- 
facedly that he had not written to his mother for 
three years, and under the persuasion of Mr. Wal- 
lace he went into the little Bible class room in the 
church and wrote her a letter, 

His church has Sunday afternoon services for the 
sailor boys, and have had as high as ninety-one pres- 
ent at a time. The half-past four o’clock service is 
followed by a supper for the men. Among others 
who were reached were five boys, who expressed sur- 
prise that they were given a Testament, for they did 
not know what a Testament was. 

Dr. Veach declared that the Presbyterian Church 
is rendering a distinct service in sending Charles M. 
Alexander out on his mission of distributing Testa- 
ments. The officers of a regiment of engineers said, 
“It was almost impossible for us to get the right kind 
of discipline, and swearing was going on, and I never 
saw a man kneel before the Y. M. C. A. came; but 
last night nineteen men knelt by their bunk.” In 
Camp Dix 14,550 Testaments have been given to the 
men, They are not indiscriminately distributed, but 
the workers personally talk with each man and pry 
nm up to the little book, and show him how to get 
at it. 

“I tell you the boy doesn’t live whose fundamental 
instincts are not rooted in the conception of the 
home,” said Dr. Veach in the beginning of his address. 
“There go out from the camp, through the workers, 


“| SAY to*you, Sunday-school superintendents and 


In our intense interest in the boy in France are 
we forgetting the boy of draft age in our church, 
in our Sunday-school, in our class, in our home? 
That boy will sooner or later be out on the firing 
line, too. Is he equipped to be a Bible class 
teacher, a Christian worker? To pastors, super- 
intendents, teachers, parents, Dr. Veach’s message 
on this page is a trumpet call. 








every week something like twenty-four thousand to 
thirty-seven thousand letters, and of these letters 
twenty-three thousand go home. If nothing else is 
done, it is worth while—the keeping of the boys in 
touch with their homes: , 

“The next thing is the social life. The discipline 
of the army is tremendous, for they are making in 
six months an army that under ordinary circum- 
stances the Government would take two years to 
make. The Washington inspector of artillery was 
in Camp Dix last week, and he said to me, after in- 
specting the work of the Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth 
Light Field Artillery, ‘Those men have accomplished 
in less than twenty-five days what in the regular 
army we think it would take seven months to do.’ 
They are out on the parade grounds at a quarter to 
eight in the morning, Seldom have they got back, ex- 
cept for a brief time at noon, uniil about half past 
four. 

“After going through that all day there must be 
some relief somewhere. It must come either from 
the wholesome social recreative life and fellowship, 
from expression in religious uplift, or else the life 
will break. There is the task, both from a religious 
viewpoint and from a military viewpoint. Many and 
many an officer has said to one or other of the 
men, as they go about the camp, ‘We are convinced 
that the work you are doing is the most essential 
factor in the building up of the morale of our army.’ 

“A colonel and two majors came to us and said, 
‘Over in Division Headquarters, where the com- 
manding general’s office is, we have been having a 
discussion about the organization you have here going 
to France as an integral part of the Seventy-fifth 
Division.’ We said we didn’t know of any provision 
such as that, but that the Y. M. C, A. was already 
forming in France for the men when they arrive. 
They said, ‘We understand that, but just from a 
military standpoint we think it ought to be the other 
way. You men have an influence over these boys 
that we have not. You have an influence over their 
lives for good which you don’t know, and the secret 
of which we cannot find. We wish we had it, and 
we have said to ourselves again and again that we 
believe that if you men would go with us, the fighting 
power, the moral integrity, the irresistible force of 
the army, would be increased twenty-five percent.’ 
So there is a very deep military problem that under- 
lies this, as well as a moral and religious problem. 


Sow a Camp Seed: Reap a Trench Harvest 


“What is it we seek to do? This: first, the relig- 
ious objective. We want to have every company 
so independently organized in its religious life that 
when it goes to France,—and it may be more or 
less away from an organized church; it may have.a 
chaplain, and it may be they will not have a chap- 
lain very long,—wherever it is, out in the trenches, 
or m the reserve camps, it will be independently or- 
ganized in its religious life. There will be men there 
who will lead a meeting, and organize a meeting; 
there will be men who will form various groups, 
and organize Bible classes, men who will stand up 
like granite against the temptations that reach into 
the life and break down and carry off the moral 
safeguards. The military leaders send back the 
word that they can all tell the men who have been 
vitally touched by this force. If America is going to 
send over an army that is going to stand the strain 
of that great conflict, it must be an army whose con- 
viction is rooted in their responsibility to God. And 
you can get that from general after general and 
colonel after colonel. 

“How do we expect to bring it about? Every time 
we approach the whole question of religion and ask 
a man to take a stand for Christ, we can draw the 
line instantly between a boy whose religious life is 
looked after in the home training of a family, and 
the boy who never knew those things. There is the 
tap, root of the whole matter. Don’t you think now 
that it is chiefly the boys who are in the army that 
we are to deal with. The thousands of boys yet to 
go out—what are you going to do with them before 
they get to the army? What of the million and the 
million and a half yet to go, who are in your Sun- 
day-schools and your churches? Oh, men, get them 


before they have got into the army; and go back into 
the homes when the boys are open to the parental 
idea, and the heart is tender and susceptible and 
open to suggestion; get a family altar into every 
home, and you will do more toward advancing the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ than all that can be done 
within the next hundred years, You will never have 
another chance like it in your life. There are a 
number of thousands of letters going home to-day, to 
homes that never knew the meaning of public wor- 
ship, that never gathered in groups. 

“That leads to the second thing: We are forming 
prayer groups among the boys. Why don’t you have 
prayer groups in the homes, to link up with the prayer 
groups in the army? We must organize them at once, 
in homes represented in every Sunday-school, in every 
church. 

“Then we are organizing a Bible class in every 
barrack, in every company. Last Sunday morning 
we had fifty Bible classes meeting somewhere in the 
barracks, taught by soldiers. And why don’t you 
get the great organized young men’s classes in your 
own schools linked up with these Bible classes in 
the barracks, so that there is a great affiliated mem- 
bership? 


Coupling Home and Army Bible Classes 


“Fred Goodman, the great leader in the Y. M. C. A. 
work, met recently with the Sunday School Commis- 
sion and Evangelical Organization in Cleveland, and 
those three great classes organized in this great thing. 
Get the Bible class in the school at home to send 
letters to him; get the boys in the Bible classes to 
affiliate with us. Let us call these classes the Bar- 
tracki classes.) Why? Because’ we have barracki 
classes in the camp or on the field. 

“We are going to have these classes taught by 
soldiers, so that when they get ‘over there’ they will 
be independent. To that end we are gathering these 
soldiers. into normal teachers’ training classes. 
Now. link up your teachers’ training class in the Sun- 
day-school with the teachers’ training unit. in. the 
army, and get every boy subject to the particular 
unit before he goes. Why should we, with the next 
five hundred thousand or million boys that are going 
out, have to search like needles in a haystack for 
-_ while you have the greatest opportunity in your 
ife? 

“We had one man in Number Five who had a bright 
Bible class of forty men in his company, One day 
we missed him, and we found him up in the Seventh 
Field Artillery. What do you think he was doing? 
He was teaching a Bible class in a barrack, with 
thirty-eight fellows in it. He. said, ‘I was awfully 
sorry to give up that class down there, but I made 


up my mind to have a class up here too.’ Where did 
he get his impulse? From some Sunday-school, from 
some teacher, from that. indescribable, wonderful 


thing called personality. God knows who that teacher 
was, but he will carry that influence out into France, 
and into eternity. The Buffalo contingent came into 
the camp the other night, and one fellow brought 
forty-seven over to the Y. M. C, A. 

“We are tying men up with Jesus Christ by get- 
ting them a pocket Testament, and getting ‘them to 
read-the Testament, the men who are Christians, the 
men who used to be but are not on the job now, and 
then men .who are taking the Christian stand for 
the first time, and we are getting these by the hun- 
dreds. We signed up 2,355 men on that -Christian 
War Roll in six weeks at Camp Dix, and five hun- 
dred of them have stood for Christ for the first 
time! 

“The beautiful thing about it all is that every fel- 
low is at it. One fellow will sign a War Roll and 
get a pocket Testament, and the next night he will 
come back with four other fellows. One day an 
Italian came up, and was asked if he did not want 
a Testament, Answering affirmatively, he was asked 
if he would sign the War Roll. ‘Yes, damn it, I will 
sign it. I will sign anything for you.’ He came 
into a Bible class. 

“Now, as to the psychology of swearing; there are 
four kinds of fellows that swear: first, the fellow 
who is just wicked, and rips out an oath that is blue. 
Then, the fellows who swear because they are dirty; 
a few, but not very many. Then the fellows who 
swear because they think’ it is smart; and those fel- 
lows multiply in the army just like flies—beautiful, 
sweet fellows right out of your Sunday-schools. 
They go into a condition that is abnormal, all the 
roots and safeguards torn away. Then, the fellow 
who picks up his language on the street. He is often 
a foreigner, not always: his language is just an 
adjective with him. He doesn’t know it is swearing. 

“In Number Five the other night we were having 
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a jolly time, and a bullet-headed fellow was playing 
there, who had probably been in vaudeville. I went 
over to him and said, ‘Can’t you play us a couple of 
Gospel songs?’ ‘Yes, I can play any damn old thing. 
Bring it on.’ He had pic it up on the street. 
» “A sergeant came into Number Seven the other 
ing. He said, ‘Hello, Mr. Secretary, I wonder 
if you can help me out of a hole. I am mess ser- 
t in Company F, I used to belong to the church, 
ut have not SS working, at it for a long time; but 
the swearing has been ng so bad in our barracks 
that I can’t stand it. I want to know if you fellows 
can come over and help us to stop it.’ That secre- 
tary pushed over a War Roll and said, ‘Sergeant, you 
won't stop the swearing until you get one of those.’ 
He took the Roll over, and a Testament. We didn’t 
hear anyfins for three days. Then he came back 
and said, ‘Something has happened over there. We 
have had a great cleanup.’ e said he rapped on the 
great big wooden cup, and he held up his spoon and 
said, ‘Fellows, I am sergeant in charge of this mess, 
and if you fellows are going to continue to let that 
dirty stuff come out of your mouths, you are not 
oing to let my clean food go into your mouths. 
© you hear me?’ And every man applauded. Sev- 
eral fellows came over and thanked him for doing 
what they knew ought to be done. They found that 
the best way to stop the swearing was to start a Bible 
class, and they did. He brought over a list of eigh- 
teen names, and said, ‘We are going to start a Bible 
class. Will you send us a teacher?’ They gave him 
back the list and said, ‘You are going to teach them 
ourself, and if you will come into our Normal 
raining Class, we will give you a few suggestions.’ 
“Last week six thousand were sent down South, 
and last month fifteen hundred. We gathered these 
boys early in the morning, while you were between 
comfortable sheets, had prayer with them and dedi- 
cated them to Almighty God before they left that 
camp. - ; 
“I went over to the guard house not long ago and 
found four fellows in jail because they had got 
drunk, I talked with them. Then I went to an- 
other barrack and found the President of the New 
Jersey Christian Endeavor Society in jail. He was 
a bright, clean, high-minded fellow. He had just 
been made. corporal ten ‘days before, and was given 
ten men to guard, and because of his inexperience 
he had let one get away from him. He was to be 
court-martialed the next morning, to be reduced in 
rank, maybe. I put my arms around him and said, 
“Did you ever read of the fellow in the Old Testa- 
ament who let the prisoner get away from-him?’ He 
said, ‘No.’ I showed him where it was.. I said, 
‘There is something else.’ He said, ‘I know, Mister. 
I know where to go, and I am going there to-night 
before I get into this old bunk.’ We kneeled down. 
I went through twelve barracks, and got one hundred 
and thirty-seven fellows into a meeting that night.” 
Dr. Veach described an army communion. “Bishop 
Wilson,” he said, “told the men of the new vision 
the soldiers were getting in France; and, oh, how 
he wished he could get it here, before we went— 
of the present, ever-living, indwelling. Christ. _ It 
was just as quiet as it is here now; and there were 
majors and colonels and privates, aH mixed in. And 
then Dr. West, of Rochester, with two sons in the 
army, got up, and, after reading that passage from 
Corinthians, said, ‘Men, here are the emblems,* but 
that is not what you are coming to. You are com- 
ing into a living, spiritual Christ, who is right. here, 
and if you want him, just come and take him; and 
if you take him he will go with you “over there,” 


’ and over the trenches.’ I saw one hundred and fiity 


men, if I saw one, just pull out their handkerchieis 
and brush the tears away. 

“Now listen,—you want to get the young men who 
are back in the Sunday-school yet, into your com- 
munion, don’t you? You want to line the thousands 
up that are there yet, and send them into the army 
with this great vital principle.” 


Bible Memorizing in the Mother Church 
of Hall and Corkey 


6¢ YT WAS my privilege as a boy to be brought up 

in the church in Ireland in which the late Dr. 

John Hall,. pastor of the Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, New York, had his early training, 
and in whose Bible School was also trained the Rev. 
Joseph Corkey, of the Irish Presbyterian Church, who 
gave seven sons to the ministry in Ireland and this 
country, and one daughter to the work of missions 
in Egypt.” 

This is a statement made by William J. Garvin, of 
Denver, Colorado, in a letter expressing his interest 
in the article in The Sunday School Times of No- 
vember 17, 1917, entitled “How to Make the Christian 
Life a Success,” and in which the Bible Success Band 
Booklet for 1918 was reviewed. Mr. Garvin. went on 
to say: ; 

“It was our custom there to memorize the Scrip- 
tures, and I can remember how diligently I worked 
upon the metrical version of the first verse of- the 
First Psalm so that I might have it ‘by heart’ on my 
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first day in the Sunday-school. I still have the whole 
of it, sos in the metrical version, and many others 
as we 


“Such pity as a father hath unto his children dear, 
Like pity shows the Lord to such as worship him in fear.’ 


How these memory verses come back to us at times, 
“*Than honey, honey from the comb that droppeth, sweeter 
far.’ 


“It seems that we have wandered far away from 
that good old plan and custom in these days, and we 


have certainly lost ground in doing so, notwithstand- 


ing the strides we have made in organization, methods, 
and efficiency in conducting a Bible School. . 

“It is a good time, and it seems to me an opportune 
time, to get back to this plan again, when multitudes 
are turning in these trying times to the consolations 
and strength of the Word of God, and when special 
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efforts are being made to give every soldier and every 
sailor in our Army and Navy a copy of the New 
Testament. 

“I cannot go to the front or over the top with a . 
gun in my hand, but here is one way in which I can 
at least do ‘my bit,’ and I want to put one of the 
Bible Success Band Booklets for 1918 in the hands of 
each teacher in our Sunday-school. Not all of them 
may hit the mark, not all may decide to learn the 
verses for themselves or urge upon the pupils the 
desirability of doing so. But many, I am sure, will, 
and it is my part to sow in faith.” 

Doubtless there are many others who will wish to follow 
Mr. Garvin’s example in this good work of faith—pastors, 
superintendents, teachers, or parents, who know where to 
place the Bible Success Band Booklets, so that the Word 
may be.stored away in plastic minds. A single copy costs. 
1s cents, and ten or more may be had at the rate of 12 
cents each from The Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 
delphia.—The Editor. 





An intimate glimpse of a missionary’s 
home in China 


? + 
When a Child Learned to Take Victory 


By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 





“id 





God—the Triune God—is no respecter of persons. The blessed third Person of the 


, ' 


Trinity is just as willing to give victory in Christ to a child as to a grown-up—and 
this story tells how he actually did it. 


stiff and packed in ice, the result of a painful 

bicycle accident. I had had the option of running 
down a coolie (perhaps killing him, as his defense- 
less stomach was suddenly turned toward me), or of 
turning sharply over a precipitous bank to doubtful 
experiences below. I chose the via media, and ran 
into a bank marking stone, took a flying dive over 
it, and landed on another stone. 

As I lay in bed meditating on the mercies of God 
to me, I heard broken-hearted sobs. A little daugh- 
ter, weeping, burst into the room and threw herself 
on the bed beside me. 

“What's the matter, dearie?” 

Convulsively she answered,—she is high-strung 
as a racer, sensitive to the things of the Spirit as 
certain dainty flowers to the sun’s rays,—“Oh, Father, 
I haven’t learned my catechism answers, one each 
day this last week, as I ought to have done. This 
morning Satan has made me hate them. And when 
I kneeled down in the living-room to ask God to help 
me cast Satan out and send His Holy Spirit to fill my 
heart, God didn’t do it. He mocked me. And I am 
wretched, wretched! And I can’t get my catechism, 
and I don’t like my Bible any longer!” 

And with an inconsolable wail she flung her arms 
around my neck, and clung. 

Such a child cannot be put off, or fooled or bluffed. 
And besides, the situation for her was too ‘serious. 
It must be faced at once, and settled right. Foolish 
as many a small child in her vagaries is, illogical 
from wrong premises, creature of strange fancies, 
arriving. at freakish conclusions from inexperience 
and insufficient data; yet how often they startle us 
by flashes of intuition as of direct communication 
with God, by questions uncannily wise, that remind 
us again and again what delicate, ethereal creatures 
they are; how we must learn their directness, the op- 
posite of subterfuge; their openness to be taught. 

Here was an urgent and practical test of the pos- 
sibility for a child of the Victorious Life in her 
hour of failure; of its applicability to the wear and 
tear of everyday domestic life. Would it work in 
this case in the home? Was it a real thing or only 
fine words spoken in the enthusiasm ofa high-strung 
Summer Conference where, for the time being, peo- 
ple were free from the grind and from their pressing, 
personal problems? 

I opened my Bible, turned instinctively to Philip- 
pians. Quietly-and soothingly I said: “You know, 
Helen, you are the Heavenly Father’s child. We 
gave you to him when you were born. You know 
that he loves you even more than your parents do. 
He is very strong. He is absolutely faithful. He is 
willing to help you any time. You cannot doubt it. 
You know that you have early sought him, and in 
your heart you cannot but know that he seeks you.” 

The sobbing ceased. She snuggled closer, smiling 
assent through her tears. We were ready to look at 
the Book. First we read slowly together the won- 
derful verse, Philippians 1:6: “Confident of this 
very thing, that he who began a good work in you will 
perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 

“He has begun a good work in me, I know!” she 
said softly. 

“Yes, and he will keep on completing it until he 
comes again. He never fails us; but, of course, the 
devil wants us to doubt him!” 

Wonderful! The truth was dawning on her. 

Then we turned back to 1 Corinthians 10: 13, 
“There hath no temptation taken you but such as 
man can bear: but God is faithful, who will not 


|: WAS. Sunday morning, I lay in bed, my leg 


suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation make also the way of 
escape, that ye may be able to endure it.” 

“You see, dearie, the devil has been tempting you to 
distrust God, just as he tries to make every other per- 
son, big or little, do. But here again God tells us 
that he is faithful, to be trusted; and when he says 
that, it is more foolish for you to distrust him than 
it would be for you to say that you no longer believe 
I will provide your meals for you, though you know 
I have always done so, and expect td in the future.” 

Then, too, Philippians 1:21: “For to me to live iis 
Christ.” 

“He, welcomed in my heart, overcomes Satan. He 
does it. Oh, oh!” 

“Now remember Paul is a prisoner in Rome. You 
would think he would be troubled and unrestful. 
But listen to what he says: ‘Rejoice in the Lord 
always: again I will say, Rejoice. Let yout forbear- 
ance be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 
In nothing be anxious; but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God.’ It is a command: Be 
glad in Him all the time. We can’t help but be glad, 
if we dwell on his mercies, and count his goodnesses.” 

“Let us sing: ‘Count Your Blessings.’” 

So we did. And it did us good. 

“Then, too, the wonderful thing about these com- 
mands: to worry about nothing, and to talk over 
everything with our Heavenly Father, is that he gives 
us power to be radiant in our praying, and to show 
the gentleness of our Saviour towards others.” 

-“Why, it gets more wonderful all the time!” she 
exclaimed in childish rapture. 

“Yes,” I answered, “and there is much more to 
come. And the peace of God that is greater than 
anybody can understand shall stand guard like a 
sentry, protecting our secret thoughts, so that Satan 
cannot get in to make us doubt God’s strength and 
willingness to direct us. 

‘Remember, moreover, that you really can do 
everything that God wants you to do, in His strength, 
because he promises (Phil. 4:13], for he supplies 
every possible need of yours according to his riches 
in glory in Christ Jesus [Phil. 4: 19].” 

When we had finished the reading of these verses, 
which the little girl herself did, with the exposition as 
made by her father, her eyes were radiant. 

“Shall we ask Him now to forgive us for doubting 
his love, and thank him for his power now enabling 
us to get our catechism?” 

“Ves ‘7 

She slipped on her knees and poured out Ker heart 
in a prayer of petition and praise that revealed be- 
yond all doubt that she understood. Then with 
radiant face she attacked the catechism. 

Earlier she had wailed at her inability to learn 
even the one for Sunday. In a surprisingly short 
time she returned, saying, 

“T am ready!” 

Easily and understandingly she now repeated the 
whole seven. 

“This method is a success, isn’t it?” 

“Indeed it is. It’s worth while to trust God in his 
promise to help. How silly to doubt!” 

It was the most natural thing in the world for us 
then to break into singing: 


“Trust and obey, 
For there’s no other way 
To be happy in Jesus 
But to trust and obey.” 


TsINGTAU, CHINA. 
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Getting Juniors to Study at Home 


And other proved methods for interesting and for organizing this grade 








Boy Doorkeepers 


TS superintendent of a large Junior Department 
in a city Sunday-school appointed some of her 
noisy, restless boys as doorkeepers at the two doors 
of the Primary room to prevent the entrance of tardy 
pupils, officers, supply teachers, etc., during prayer. 
This served the double purpose of keeping the room 
quiet during prayer and of giving the boys a feeling 
of responsibi ity and usefulness—A Sunday-school 
Worker. . 


A Junior Department’s Clearing-House 


T WAS, and it wasn’t. It was a meeting of teach- 

ers, but in no other sense did it conform to the 
conventional conception of a teachers’ meeting. 

The teachers who met together were the twelve 
who taught the eighty-five children of the Junior 
Department; or, to be exact, the ten teachers, the 
department secretary, and the superintendent. The 
meeting was held for fifteen minutes every Sunday 
at the close of Sunday-school,—not the best time, by 
any means, but the only time we could meet. This is 
really the story of how a makeshift was accepted— 
a procedure not usually to be recommended—and 
made to do the work of a real meeting. 

We had to have the meeting at that time because 
each teacher had a multiplicity of other interests, and 
it was impossible to find any other time that suited 
each one. But we gained one advantage, each teacher 
was present at every meeting. 

We needed the meeting. First, because the teachers 
were too busy to look up absentees or to become 
acquainted with their pupils’ home surroundings, a 
work that was done by the superintendent, and re- 
ported to the teachers each Sunday; second, because 
the teachers were young and inexperienced and 
needed to talk over with the superintendent the prob- 
lems that arose; third, because it was deemed wise 
to build up an esprit de corps among the teachers. 

As soon as Sunday-school was over, that is, at 1:05, 
we met, and. without any preliminaries plunged into 
the business of the Department. After each teacher’s 
— had been discussed, the superintendent 

rought up any new plans that, in her judgment, the 
Department needed, and asked each teacher for a 
frank expression of her opinion on the matter. 
Business disposed of, a prayer by the superintendent 
closed the meeting. This prayer endeavored to ce- 
ment the feeling of unity with each other and with 
the Spirit, and to remind each anew of the feeling 
of every sincere worker,“not unto us! Not unto us!” 

The results? A most earnest, devoted, loyal band 
of workers, and a department instinct with the life 
of all growing things, and with a strongly marked 
evangelistic tendency. Regularity of attendance on 
the part of both teachers and children was marked, 
but perhaps this was only indirectly the result of the 
teachers’ meeting. 

But this meeting was so necessary to the successful 
operation of the Department that we could not have 
worked without it. Perhaps it would better have 
been known as a clearing house of perplexities, but 
however denominated it was a real help and inspira- 
tion —Mabel Ansley Murphy, Galesburg, Ill. 


Junior Boys Who Study at Home 


M* EXPERIENCE. with classes of boys in the 
Junior Department, from the ages of ten to thir- 
teen years, using the International Uniform Lessons, 
proves that it is not only possible to secure home 
work, but the boys enjoy doing it. I have heard 
them say among themselves that they “liked to do 
the lessons.” They may make a wry face at the 
proposition when they first hear of it, and some may 
declare that they will not do it, but when they are 
given to understand that “they must do it, and that 
the teacher will ask for their lesson (as the work is 
written) on their entering the class the next Sunday, 
they will make the attempt, and once they find how 
interesting it is they will be glad to continue, In fact 
on the rare occasions when I omit homework and 
have a “surprise lesson,” I am bombarded with de- 
mands for an explanation. 

_ Method and system are valuable in this, as in all 
lines of work. On receiving a new class from the 
Primary Department, and upon the enrolment of 
every pupil, I write a letter to each boy’s mother ex- 
pressing pleasure at receiving him into the class 
(incidentally inviting the parents to all the services 
of our church), and telling her that a small amount 
of home work is required, and that I shall appreci- 








ate it if the parents will encourage their boy to do it 
faithfully and neatly. 

For the first Sabbath after entering, he has an 
‘intreductory” lesson in place of the regular lesson 
for the day, stating that the Bible is to be our text- 
book, requiring Psalm 68:11 to be learned as a 
Golden Text, and as answer to the quéstion, “Who 
wrote the Bible?” and including such questions as 
“Why has nothing been added to the Bible since the 
first Christian century?” (Revelation 22: 18) ; “What 
will happen if we ‘take away’ from the words of the 
Bible by not believing all of it?” (Revelation 22: 19) ; 
“Why is the Bible holy, that we must handle it rever- 
ently?” The purpose of this initial lesson on the 
nature of the Bible will, I think, be quite evident. I 
may add that we use the Book itself exclusively in 
the class; the Quarterlies are taken home and may 
be used there, but never as a substitute for the Bible 
in class. ; 

At the top of the lesson sheet appears, of course, 
the location of the lesson and Golden Text. Then 
follow the questions, with sufficient space between 
them for the answer. The questions usually refer 
to the general theme of the lesson, or to what seems 
its most important teaching for these particular boys. 
A Bible reference usually accompanies each ques- 
tion, This trains the child to find out God’s answer, 
and also obviates the necessity for asking parents 
and friends who might, in these days of false teach- 
ing, give an erroneous ans-ver which it would be a 
delicate task for the teacher to correct in the mind 
of the pupil. The first-year pupils frequently write 
out the whole verse, but as they advance they are 
trained to find their answer in the verse and write 
that in their own words. Questions requiring thought 
and admitting of various answers I usually save for 
the class session and ask an opinion of each one 
present, reserving my own opinion and _ reasons 
therefor until all have expressed themselves. (This 
also proves an excellent way of securing the atten- 
tion of all.) 

In order. to avoid all possibility of interfering with 
public school lessons, I have always mailed or deliv- 
ered the homework sheet “hursday or Friday for 
the following Sunday.. I sometimes think that it 
would be better to give it out in Sunday-school the 
week before and have them do a question or two 
each day. If this could be done it would insure the 
forming of a habit of daily Bible reading, but as I 
have tried to have them learn the Ten Command- 
ments and the books of the Bible on this daily plan 
without much success I have feared to trust their 
memories on the homework. A lesson sheet tucked 
into a Sunday suit pocket is so liable to stay there 
until the following week! Of course I do urge daily 
Bible reading most earnestly, and frequently make 
inquiry as to their progress in it. 

You ask, do they do it habitually? The first year 
I tried it with some misgivings, as every one pre- 
dicted failure, and as I supposed that some induce- 
ment would be necessary I offered a prize for faith- 
ful work, At the end of the year I had four out of 
nine boys who had not missed a single lesson, and 
they were so well done that it was a difficult task to 
award the prize. I felt like giving each a prize! 

As to the results, they may be tabulated as fol- 
ows: 

1. It provides suitable employment for Sunday 
mornings. 

2. Familiarizes the pupil with the location of the 
books of the Bible through constant looking up of 
references. 

3. Absentees do not miss the lesson, as they: are 
expected to bring all back lessons when they return. 

4. Non-Christian parents are sometimes teached 
through being asked for assistance by their children. 
One father told me he had never in his life read as 
much of the Bible as he had since his boy had home- 
work to prepare. 

5. The plan necessitates reading of the Bible by 
the boys for themselves, and there is the promise, 
“My word shall not return unto me void, but shall 
accomplish that which I please.” 

I might add as another result that it has been a 
great blessing.to the teacher herself spiritually, and 
from a teaching standpoint, as it requires closer study 
of the lesson—early in the week—and there is neces- 


‘sity for making the questions clear, as they must be 


such as the child will understand at once since the 
teacher will hot be there to repeat in another form. 
It should ‘be needless to say that the teacher prays 
definitely for questions that will appeal,—that there 
se be something to ‘meet the’ special need of each 

y. 


Of course I have the advantage of a typewriter 


for writing the lessons, but there are many other 

unday-school teachers from the stenographic ranks, 
and perhaps an even larger number from among pub- 
lic school teachers who, I believe, could have the 
use of the mimeograph, And if no possible means 
seem available for duplicating, I should certainly give 
out a few references for each Sunday on special sub- 
jects, such as the prayer verses of the Bible; the 
promises; verses about our heavenly home—there is 
such a wealth of material! And this could be done 
so very easily, space being left, of course, between 
the references for the writing out in full of the 
verse by the child, The following is one of-my ex- 
ercises with the answers as given: 


The Ascending Saviour. 


Acts 1: 9-12, Review Golden Text: John 20: 31. 
1. How ‘long did Jesus remain on the earth after 
the resurrection? (Acts 1: 3.) 

Forty days. 

2. Give a — description of the ascension (Acts 
1:9, 10). 

He was standing up, and a cloud received him 
out of their sight, And while they looked 
steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, 
behold, two men stood by him in white ap- 
parel. 

3. What promise did the angels give? (Acts 1: 11.) 

This same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go into heaven. 


4. Where is Jesus in bodily form now? (Hebrews 


132 3. 
Sat Rag on the right hand of the majesty on 
igh. 
5. What is he doing? (Hebrews 7: 25.) 

To save them and make intercession for them 
that come unto God by him. 

6. What meaning does your dictionary give for the 
word “interceding”? (or. “intercede.”) 

Intercede; to plead. 

7. Give a brief description of the Lord’s future 
return to earth (1 Thess. 4:-16, 17). 

The Lord shall descend with a shout, and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first. And we shall 
meet the Lord in the air. 

8. woe is the purpose of John’s Gospel? (Golden 
ext. 

That we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God. 

9. What part of this verse (Mark 10:45) is a 
good motto for us to adopt? 

The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister unto others. 

—Grace C. Wiswell, Bethlehem Presbyterian Sun- 
day-school, Philadelphia. 


bd 


‘A “Happy Day Box” 


Psat the lack of cheerful givers in church 
services, we resolved to train the children in the 
Junior Department of our Bible school in the “grace 
of giving.” 

So we installed a “Happy Day Box,” and a little 
talk about the blessings God is continually bestowing 
upon us but that are not noticed by us because they 
come so regularly that we fail to recognize them as 
gifts from the hand of a loving Heavenly Father, 
and so rarely say “thank you.” 

We suggested that they begin to “count their 
blessings” and for each remembered blessing bring a 
penny for the “Happy Day Box.” 

Each Sunday a large number of smiling, happy- 
faced children march up and drop their pennies in 
the box, and we sing, “Count Your Blessings.” 

We have an attractive box with a lock, and it is 
not opened until it is full. At the end of the year 

t interest is manifested in the amount of money 
in the box, the children asking the privilege of 
“guessing” before the money is counted. It is then 
dedicated to the work of missions. 

That the seed sown has taken root in the hearts 
of the children is evidenced by their coming in be- 
fore school to drop their money in the “Happy Day 
Box” after they have beén promoted to the Inter- 
mediate Department. We also have a glass globe for 
the birthday offerings, a penny for each year. 

Last year these children sent fifty dollars for mis- 
sions, exclusive of the Children’s Day offering. 
From this early training we look for an army of 
“hilarious givers."—Mrs. Finley Watson Squibb, 
McKeesport, Pa, 
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LESSON 2. 


Mark I : 12-20 


JANUARY 13. JESUS BEGINS HIS WORK 


Golden Text.—Repent ye, and believe in the gospel.—Mark 1 : 15 


—_—> == 





The Review Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
INETEEN hundred years ago God called on men 
who believed in Jesus Christ as Saviour to go 
out and tell the whole world about Him. How 
are they obeying that call to-day? Some one has 
made an interesting comparison of the answer to that 
question with what Canada did in recruiting men for 
the war during the first two years of this war. The 
population of Canada is about eight million, or a lit- 
tle less than that of New York State. In the first 
two years she equipped and sent abroad more than 
400,000 men, while others were still in training. If 
she had recruited.men on the same basis as the 
Church of Christ is recruiting them to send abroad, 
the Canadian contingent would have numbered, not 
400,000, but 3,500. What would happen if the Chris- 
tian Church should do for the world’s eternal sal- 
vation what the Allied Nations are doing for the 
world’s temporal salvation? Why can patriotism 
call out what Christianity cannot? 
Our Background Material 
How many of the class have read the Gospel of 
Mark through since last week? Get their impressions 
of the book as a whole; and give your own, . 
Review the memorizing of the outline of the book, 
as follows: 
Part 


I. Preparation for Service: 1 : 1-13. 
Part II. Service in Eastern Galilee: 1: 14 to 7: 23. 
Part III. Service in Northern Galilee: 7 : 24 to 9: 30. 
Part IV. Service while going towards Jerusalem: 9: 31 

to 10: 52. 

Part V. Service in Jerusalem: 11 : 1 to 13: 37. 
Part VI. Service unto Death: 14: 1 to 15: 47. 
Part VII. Service Crowned: 16: 1-20. 


Have the class locate this week’s lesson in the 
above outline. 

It will be well for every member of the class to 
secure such a simple geographical guide to the six- 
months’ lessons in Mark as Arnold’s Chart of 
Christ’s Journeyings (to be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 20 cents), and to trace our 
Lord’s journeyings on the first and second maps there 

iven for the time covered by these first two lessons. 

ee if they can make sketches of their own and in- 
dicate his journeys. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragrepne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

How did Jesus face his task after the tremendous 
event with which our last lesson closed: God’s voice 
speaking out of the opened heavens declaring him 
“my beloved Son,” and the visible descent of thie 
Holy Spirit upon him? 

We may answer reverently, that because he learned 
“obedience” (Heb. 5:8; Phil. 2: 5-8) he was driven 
to face his task in a definite way under the com- 
pulsion of the Holy Spirit (v. 12). 
“straightway” (v. 12). .Why the Holy Spirit led 
Jesus to be tempted is brought out by Mrs. Askew (1): 

After the richest spiritual experiences of our life 
are we likely to be free from temptation, or most 
attacked by temptation? See what Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 1) says. 

Don’t for a moment let the class think that Jesus 
in the wilderness was simply thinking through the 
great problems of his coming life work, and that 
therein was the conflict. The Bible says nothing of 
the sort, The Bible plainly declares something very 
different. Jesus was not alone; he was defnitely 
assailed by temptations. brought to him by another 
person, the great Adversary, Satan. The Additional 
Material for Teachers gives the full Gospel accounts 
of the temptation, in Matthew 4: 1-11, Luke 4: 1-13, 
with the wonderfully rich passage in Hebrews 4: 
14-16. Interesting facts in connection with the 
temptation are given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1) ; 
details of the temptations are taken up by the same 
writer (II, 4, 5); he goes on with a remarkably 
helpful study of temptation in general (III, 8). The 
terrific testing character of our “wilderness” tempta- 
tions is treated by Mr. Ridgway (1). An illuminat- 
ing study of the Lord’s three temptations and how 
he met them, useful in any class, is given by Mrs. 
Askew throughout her article. A splendid study of 
temptation for boys—and for any one else—is given 
by Mr. Rogers (1, 2). 

_ Make one point very plain to the class in connec- 
tion with Jesus’ temptation: while he was tempted 
in all points like as we are, nevertheless there was 
no sinful desire within him, no sinful nature, for 


And at once, . 


Adpftional Material for Teachers: Matt. 4: 1-11; Luke 4: 1-13; 
eb. 4: 14-16; Matt. 9: 9,10; Matt. 8: 18-22; Luke 9: 57-62; 
Acts 9: 1-9. 
i ic: Jesus Four Hel 
pag TR ~ : Mark 1: 16-20 —~ 
ser wes Ake Come ye after me.—Mark 1: 17. 
‘emptation. 


Memory Verse: 1 Cor. 16: 13. 
Additional Material : Matt. 4 : 1-11 ; x Cor. 10:13; Heb. 2: 18. 
jor and Adult Topic: How Jesus Faced 
Additional Material: Matt. 4 : 1-11; 


Task. 
. eb. 4: 14-16; John 
4: 34-38. 











12 And straightway the Spirit driveth him forth into the 
wilderness. 13 And he was in the wilderness forty days 
tempted of Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels ministered unto him. 

14 Now after John was delivered up, Jesus came into 
Galilee, preaching the ! gospel of God, 15 and saying, The 
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent 
ye, and believe in the ! gospel. . 

16 And passing along by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 
and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net in the sea; 
for they were fishers. 17 And Jesus said unto them, Come 
ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men. 
18 And straightway they left the nets, and followed him. 
19 And going on a little further, he saw * James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat 
mending the nets. 20 And straightway he called them: and 
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
servants, and went after him. 

1 Good tidings: and so elsewhere. 2 Or, Jacob 
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Satan to appéal to; nothing of the sort to “react” to 
Satan’s suggestions. That is the literal meaning of 
“yet without sin” in Hebrews 4:15. Jesus was “in 
all points tempted like as we are, apart from sin,”— 
that is, “sin apart,” there being no sin there. Yet it 
was a terrifically real temptation. An invaluable 
study of this question is given in a pamphlet, “Sin- 
less: Yet Tempted,” by F. C. Jennings (Our Hope, 
456 Fourth Avenue, New York City, 10 cents). 

On what principles did Jesus choose men who were 
to be: his personal representatives and entrusted with 
the great mission of evangelizing the world? Get the 
views of the class. The kind of men Jesus was look- 
ing for as disciples is told vividly in boy language 
in Pucker’s Class (Mr. Rogers, 3). Explain that this 
was not the first time these fishermen had heard and 
known of Jesus (John 1: 35-42). God does undoubt- 
edly take into account natural characteristics and 
training and equipment of men when calling them 
conspicuously into choice places in his service; but 
these facts are not enough to account wholly for 
God’s choices of men, as we see from his calls of 
men from Abraham down. God’s sovereign will is 
the only final answer. 

Have the class frankly face the costliness of fol- 
lowing Jesus. It is brought out in some of the Addi- 
tional Material for Teachers (Matt. 8: 18-22; Luke 
9: 57-62; Acts 1:9); the four kinds of persons de- 
scribed as possible followers of Christ are discussed 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6, 7). A striking illus- 
tration of why it is safe to follow Jesus is given in 
the Round Table (2). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Christ overcame every temptation, without a single 
failure or slip, So can we. That is why Christ was 
tempted; that is why he came to earth and fulfilled 
his mission: that we might be enabled to triumph 
over the power of sin just as gloriously as he. What 
we never could have done without him, he did com- 
pletely—not to show us what we could not do there- 
after, but to make it completely possible for us to 
do just that thereafter (Rom. 8:3, 4). 

The whole message of the New Testament spells 
“victory” for the believer, complete victory and con- 
tinual victory. But on one condition. The Memory 
Verse for’ the Intermediate Topic, “Overcoming 





Are you discovering the riches of the Im- 
proved Uniform Lessons—now that you've 
had two samples of the 1918 Course? For 
example, that Additional Material for Teach- 
ers, and the Graded Additional Material—all 
from the Bible. This added Scripture mate- 
rial is blessedly rich, It is wonderfully well 
chosen, It gives just what you need to round 
out your lessom. Use it freely in your study 
and teaching. The Bible is better than any 
lesson help. 











Temptation,” in this lesson gives the secret. “Jn the 
faith.” “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you 
like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13). It must all be 
done by faith, that is, by proxy, letting God do it all. 
That is the secret of quenching all the fiery darts of 
the evil one (Eph. 6:16). See the glorious declara- 
tion of our God in 1 Corinthians 10:13. The way of 
escape that God provides, by which we can always 
escape being overborne by temptation, is He who 
alone is the Way, our Christ Jesus. 


Teaching Points 

The “kingdom” ; 
Thomas, I, 2). 

To repent and believe (v. 15) means turning away, 
and turning toward ; turning poey Sram sin, and turn- 
ing toward God (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 3). In 
other words, it is “let go, and let God”; 
and God’s part. 

A certain time was “fulfilled,” Jesus declared (v. 
15). How Daniel explains what that time was is 
brought out by Dr. Scofield. 

If we would win men, we must talk to them in 
the language they can understand (Mr. Ridgway, 2). 

What the Gospel was that Jesus asked the men to 
believe is strikingly illustrated in the Round Table (1). 

The secret of becoming fishers of men (Mr. 
Rogers, 4). 

Note the striking contrast between “the Spirit as a 
dove descending upon him” (v. 10) and “straightway 
the Spirit driveth him forth into the wilderness” (v. 
12). Gentleness, and force. God can be as gentle 
as a dove or again drivingly powerful with the dyna- 
mite of heaven, 


Though Jesus was perfect God, he also was per- 
fect man; therefore such a test as he passed through, 
fasting during the forty days (Luke 4: 2), exhausted 
his body and mind, and there was abundant oppor- 
tunity for angels to minister unto him (v. 13). 
We should use tact and skilfulness in winning 
men, appealing to a central interest in their lives, as 
did Jesus when he told the fishers that he would 
make them fishers of men. Are we working along 
the lines of least resistance in dealing with others, 
whenever possible? 
és If a thing is worth doing at all, it is worth doing 
at the earliest possible moment. Let us be “straight- 
way” Christians. 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

Was there any reluctance or unwillingness in Jesus 
against which the Spirit had to “drive”? (v. 12.) 

Why did the wilderness experience last as long as 
forty days? 

Why are wild beasts mentioned? (v. 13.) 

In what ways do you think angels ministered unto 
Jesus? 

Did Jesus enter upon his own public ministry be- 
fore John was delivered up? (v. 14.) 

What did Jesus mean by “the kingdom of God”? 

Did any one at that time know fully what we now 
know the “Gospel” to be? 

How can we account for the fishermen’s immediate 
following of Jesus? 

Is it ever right to leave our parents in order to do 
Christ’s work? (Verse 20 gives us the unmistakable 
answer. God may call us to remain with and care 
for our parents; or he may call us to leave them; 
it is for him to decide.) 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


{For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus at Work (Mark 1: 21-45). 


what it means (Dr. Griffith 


our past 


Jesus could do anything. Did you ever stop to 
think of the real meaning of the word “omnipotent”? 
Jesus was omnipotent. He voluntarily put limita- 
tions on himself; but whatever he decided he wanted 
to do, that he did. It almost takes one’s breath away 
to read through the verses of this coming lesson. 
We are watching God at work. 

How many times does Mark use the word 
“straightway” in this lesson? Why so often? 

In what ways. may we believe Jesus’ “authority” 
(v. 22) showed itself? 

Why did Jesus, twice in this lesson, seek to prevent 
people from knowing who he was? 


If Jesus had offered himself openly, at this time, as 
Saviour, Messiah, and King, would the people have 
accepted him? 


PHILADELPHIA. 










































































The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—The temptation of Christ follows im- 
mediately after the record of the baptism in the last 
lesson. Then comes a gap between verses 13 and 14, 
for which it is necessary to turn to John 1 to 4 for 
the ministry in Judea. Mark is largely occupied 
with the ministry in Galilee, that region being the 
center of commerce and the highway from Egypt 
to the East at that time. 


Time.—A. D. 27 and 28. 


Mark’s Gospel.—Verses 12 and 13 form part of the 
introduction; verse 14 commences the work in Galilee 
and extends to the end of chapter 9. 


Books on the Lesson.—Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25 
net), pp. 79-82, 94, 104-106; Riddle, “Outline Har- 
mony of the Gospels” (The Sunday School Times 
Company; paper, 10 cents; cloth, 25 cents), sections 
18, 19, 28-31; Croscup, “Historical Charts of the Life 
and Ministry of Christ” (The Sunday School Times, 
$1), sections 23, 34-38; Smith, “Students’ Illus- 
trated Historical Geography of the Holy Land” (The 
Sunday School Times, 75 cents), Index, Galilee. 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Testing Experienced (vs. 12, 13). The temptation 
was a necessary consequence of the baptism, as. sug- 
ested by Mark’s characteristic word “straightway.” 
The account in this Gospel is brief, recording the 
fact only, while the parallels in Matthew and Luke 
give details of the nature of the temptation. With 
the knowledge that he was the Messiah and Son of 
God, Jesus seeks to be alone, The term, “driveth 
him forth,” expressive of the work of the Spirit, sug- 
gests a vehement impulse in marked contrast to the 
dove (v. 10). Each Gospel notes the association of 
the temptation with the Spirit. This record must 
have come from Christ himself, and the temptation 
was, of course, a real one, since he suffered (Heb. 
2:18). The wilderness was perhaps the desert place 
east of the Jordan, though the exact locality is not 
known. The period of forty days would be a re- 
minder of Moses (Exod. 34: 28) and Elijah (1 Kings 
19:8). Satan is the great adversary of God’s peo- 
le (Job 1:12; 1 Chron. 21:1; Zech, 3:1, i The 

reek equivalent is Diabolos (devil). Mark alone 
adds the picturesque feature of the “wild beasts,” 
indicating solitude and danger, though there were 
Divine messengers continually ministering to him,as 
Mark’s vivid word implies. (1) - 


Testimony Given (vs. 14,,15). After the tempta- 
tioh comes a blank of several months in the narra- 
tive of Mark, and John 1:19 to 4:42 should be in- 
serted here. The Galilean ministry commenced with 
John’s imprisonment, which gave a suitable opportu- 
nity for Jesus to enter Galilee and proclaim the good 
news concerning God and coming from God (1 Thess. 
2:8, 9). The time is mentioned as the fitting moment 
for such a work to commence, for it was the fulness 
of the time (Gal. 4:4), according to the Divine purpose. 
The proclamation of the kingdom of God is char- 
acteristic of Christ’s early ministry. Matthew speaks 
of the “kingdom of heaven,” an Old Testament phrase 
from Daniel 4: 26, apparently referring to the char- 
acter of the kingdom, while “kingdom of God” means 
the personal rule of God over the universe. (2) 

The kingdom must be carefully distinguished from 
the Church, for it is much larger and wider, the 
Church being one of the instruments in the present 
dispensation intended to bring about the kingdom. 
The term “kingdom” is many-sided, including in- 
visible and visible elements, and referring in part to 
the presert, but mainly to the future. It was “at 
hand” when Christ came, because John the Baptist 
and Christ both offered it to the Jews, though, as we 
know, it was not accepted, and Christ died and went 
to heaven without the kingdom ever being founded. 
Some day when he returns it will be set up. The call 
to the Jews in view of the nearness of this kingdom 
was twofold: repentance and faith. To repent means 
to turn from sin, while faith means turning to 
God. (3) 


Training Begun (vs. 16-20). Mark’s first record 
of the new -Preacher is the gatheriig of this band 
of followers. They were already his disciples (John 
1) and now they were called to special ministry. 
Earthly property, occupation, and relationships all had 
to yield to the supreme call of Jesus. .They were to 
be fitted for a higher work, that of fishers of men; 
they were to draw men from the old to the new life, 
as fish are drawn out of the sea. This incident sug- 
gests the wonderful attractiveness of Christ, for his 
call met with an instant response. The two pairs of 
brothers were partners (Luke 5:10) and formed the 
first group in our list of the Twelve Apostles. James 
and John seem to have had more to leave (v. 20) and 
their response meant greater self-sacrifice. 
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Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matt, 4: 1-11; Luke 4:1-13; Heb. 4: 14-16; Matt. 
9:9, 10; Matt. 8: 18-22; Luke 9: 57-62; Acts 9: 1-9. 

1. The parallels in Matthew and Luke in reference 
to the temptation, giving the details of the three 
aspects of the “as and the way in which Christ 
answered them all from the Old Testament. He 
would have learned the Bible in the synagogue school 
at Nazareth, and it is significant that each tempta- 
tion is met from Deuteronomy, one of the books so 
much questioned to-day. (4) 

2. The passage in Hebrews (4: 14-16) gives special 
attention to the personal experiences of Christ in 
and through his temptation. He was tempted in every 
respect just as we are, apart from the fact that he 
did not possess a sinful nature. This experience gave 
him sympathy with our infirmities (not sins), and as 
he is both man and God (v. 14), we are to hold fast 
our confession and draw near with boldness to the 
throne of grace. Hebrews shows a threefold ability 
in Christ: able to sympathize (4:15); able to suffer 
(2:18) ; able to save (7:25). (5) 

3. The call of the disciples is also illustrated in the 
arallel passages, and the demand of Christ to fol- 
ow him shows his imperative and far-reaching re- 
oh oe He did not. argue or persuade, he or- 
ere 


4. Illustrations of people following Christ are given 
in Luke 9:57 and 62, three different temperaments 
being recorded; the man who is too fast, the man 
who is too slow, and the man who is too easily in- 
fluenced. But all’ three are met with the same de- 
mand, Follow me.” (6) 


5. The call of Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9: 10-16) illus- 
trates the two questions of the new-born soul, “Who 
art thou, Lord?” and “What wilt thou, Lord?” (7) 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate Topic: Overcoming Temptation 
(Memory Verse: 1 Cor. 16:13. Additional Material: 
Matt. 4: 1-11; 1 Cor. 10:13; Heb, 2: 18). 

1. The fact of temptation. It comes originally 
from the devil, the author of evil, but there are also 
temptations from the world around and from the 
flesh within. 2. The force of temptation, This is 
frequently very real and powerful, because of the 
fact and reality of evil within and around. 3. The 
forms of temptation. There are many manifestations, 
including doubt, discontent, distrust, defilement. 
Temptations come through our appetites and affec- 
tions, our feelings and our fears. 4. Protection is. 
assured, because God limits temptation both in re- 
gard to sphere and strength (1 Cor. 10: 13)... Hence 
we need not yield. 5. Preservation from temptation 
is also true, for God will make “a way of escape.” 
In some form or other God will not allow us to be 
tempted beyond our strength. 6. The result will be 
Peace during temptation, since “God is faithful” 
(1 Cor. 10:13). These considerations, together with 
the assurance that Christ understands and will help 
(Heb, 2:18), and that we can meet temptation with 
the Word of God, as he met it, will enable us to re- 
sist the devil and find him flee from us. (8) 


Senior and Adult Topic: How Jesus Faced His 
Task. (Additional Material: Matt. 4:1-11; Heb. 
4: 14-16; John 4: 34-38). After the temptation, Christ 
probably felt the need of going alone to think over 
his experiences and to ponder what was before ‘him. 
The following seem to be included: 1. The great 
commission. He was about to undertake the service 
of God. 2. The deep conviction. He must proceed 
along the line of God’s will. 3. The strong determi- 
nation. He will do his work in God’s way. The bap- 
tism was the end, and the temptation emphasized the 
means that he was to take: no short cut, but the 
longest way, the way of the Cross. 4. The perfect 
provision. The assurance at the baptism and the min- 
istry of the angels guaranteed Divine grace sufficient 
for every need. Thus Christ faced his life-work, 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 
*This lesson shows Christ starting his work. 


1. The First Call (v. 14). “Come unto me.” This 
involved three things: repentance; belief; obedience. 
Repentance is more than penitence and means turning 
from sin (Heb. 6:1). Belief means receiving and re- 
lying on God for salvation (Acts 20:21). Obedience 
J hae direct proof of the reality of repentance and 

ief. 


2. The Second Call (vs. 16-20). “Come after me.” 
Note again three points: they were to be fishers, 
their work henceforward (Luke 5:10; 2 Tim. 2: 26, 
Greek) ; they were to become fishers (v. 17), which 
means that they were not so naturally, and would 
need training for their new wotk; they should be 
made fishers (v. 17), for Christ would be their 
Teacher, “I will make you to become.” Fishers of 
men, like ordinary: fishermen, need alertness, tact- 
fulness, and not least of all, self-forgetfulness 
(1 Cor. 15:10). A clever old fisherman, who was 
generally successful when others were not, was asked 
héw he managed it, and he said that there were three 
rules for trout fishing: “The first is, keep yourself 
out of sight; the second is, keep yourself farther out 
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of sight; the third is, keep yourself still farther out 
of sight.” If we would become winners of souls, we 
must be hidden behind Christ. 


V. The Lesson Outlined 
1. Testing Experienced (vs. 12, 13}. 
2. Testimony Given (vs. 14, 15). 
3. Training Begun (vs. 16-20). 


VI. Leading Questions 

What is temptation? 

How came this story to be known and recorded? 

Why was Jesus Christ tempted? 

In what ways was he tempted? 

How did he overcome temptation? 

When did Christ begin his Galilean ministry? 

sar is the point of this particular time? (John 
4: 1-3. . 

What is the meaning of the kingdom of God in the 
New Testament? 

What. is the relation of repentance and belief? 

Why were the four men so ready to respond? 
we do we know of these four men earlier 

is 

What is the meaning of following Christ? 

Wycuirre Cotiece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 


By Cc. I. Scofield, D.D. 


“FULFILLED” (v. 15) is a wonderfully signifi- 

cant word. And it is our Lord himself who de- 
clares that the very fact of his presence marks the 
fulfilment of a “time,” and that because “the time is 
fulfilled” the kingdom is “at hand”—a technical term 
in Scripture meaning that the event said to be “at 
hand” is the next thing in the prophetic program 
so far as it has been revealed. 

Now Daniel is pre-eminently the prophet of “times” 
(Dan. 2:9, 21; 4:16; 7:12, 22, 25; 8:17; 9:25; 
11:14; 12:1, 4, 7, 9), and when these are mentioned 
in connection with fulfilments the student is very 
sure to find the matter cleared up in Daniel. We 


ask Daniel, then, what “time” would be filled up at 


the first advent of. Christ? 

We shall find our answer in Daniel’s ninth chapter. 
Two points are marked down—a decree restoring ‘the 
temnant of, Jews from the Babylonian captivity to 
their own land, the beginning point; and the full 
blessing of Israel under Messiah, the ending point. 
Between these points seventy weeks of years, or 532 
years, are to be taken up in fulfilment-work. 

First, seven weeks, or forty-nine years, are to be 
used in fulfilling the promise to restore the Jews, and 
in the rebuilding of city and temple “even in troublous 
times.” This was done, as the lessons: in Ezra and 
Nehemiah (studied during the Fourth Quarter of 
1917) showed. ‘Then sixty-two weeks, or 434 years, 
are measured off “unto the Messiah, the Prince.” It 
was the near expiration of this latter period which 
had roused the expectation of “all them that looked 
for redemption in Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38), and 
which made the appearance and appeal of John the 
Baptist an awakening call throughout the land. And 
rong the “time” which Christ declared to be “ful- 

e ye 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Our “Wilderness.”—The Spirit driveth him forth 
into the wilderness (v. 12). In Bible phraseology 
“the wilderness” is any place outside the city. The 
“city” is your usual place, the place where you daily 
rub against your fellow-workers, your neighbors, and 
your folks. When your real testing time comes you 
will: have been driven into “the wilderness.” You 
must go through the contest with your devil all alone, 
with no chance for help from any other place than 
heaven. Where dwelleth your Friend who himself 
went through it all. When the temptation came to 
you to steal to whom you could go aud say, “Shall I 
steal?” When the temptation came to you for other 
sins, could you go to your shopmates, your .neigh- 
bors, your women folks, and ask, “Shall I?” Alone 
in “the wilderness” you must repulse the attack or 
be taken prisoner by the devil, And the prison pen 
of hell is a thousand times worse than death, as you 
can discover at any hospital for incurables. When 
I am sick I am not out in “the wilderness.” My 
loved ones sit by me. While the pain racks. my head 
a soft hand and gentle words of sympathy and love 
help me bear it. But the attack upon my soul is 
something entirely different. I must tread the path 
my Master trod—out, out and away from all earthly 
love and sympathy. This is one of the great mys- 





















LESSON FOR JAN. 13 (Mark 1 : 12-20) 


teries of life we cannot understand 
(Heb. 2:18; 2 Pet. 2:9). (1) 

All Alike.—Tempted of Satan; and 
... with the wild beasts (v. 13). When 
you get out in the lonely place not only 
will Satan be there, but the wild beasts 
also. Pride, display, ambition, pleasure, 
and the whole roaring jungle of them 
will make racket around you. They 
are a part of your testing. Whether 
they harm you or not will depend 
upon your metal. God has made men 
alike (Psa. 33:15). The devil is 
treating you no more severely than he is 
treating other men all around you. If 
Satan is hounding you, rest assured he 
is hounding the very best men in town 
just as vigorously. All can hear the 
deep bay of the chase. To be sure, he 
never tempts me with a kingdom. Il 
am cheaper! He gets some fellows for 
a nickel carfare. He snares a woman 
with a jewel or a gown and a hat. And 
who can number his victims caught by 
his trap of power and position! I saw 
a promising young fellow the other day 
made fast by rings of white smoke 
puffed from a “coffin nail.” Yes, in- 
deed, any man, woman, or youngster 
who ever amounts to much must be 
raised under Satan’s nose and in the 
place where the wild beasts howl and 
scratch. But mark you this: neither 
Satan nor beast can injure a human 
without the human’s consent. Satan 
cannot even touch a hog without per- 
mission (Mark 5: 12, 13). 

Where to Get Them.—He saw Simon 
and Andrew... casting a net in the sea 
(v. 16). When Jesus began his great 
enterprise, like the, splendid business 
man he was, his first concern was to se- 
lect the right helpers. He did not go 
to the University. of Jerusalem and take 
the matter up with Dean Gamaliel. He 
went to the waterside where were to 
be found men of muscle. Men who 
knew nothing about philosophy but 
much about fish. And if you will dig 
into the history of successes among men 
you will find leadership has pretty much 
always come along, that same route. Of 
course .Jesus later selected. Matthew 
from a “soft seat at the custom house,” 
but does any one know what collecting 
customs from a conquered nation is like! 
And the. kind of collector who could 
collect! George Washington went up 
against the wild wilderness. Lincoln 
split rails. Grant a tanner. Most suc- 
cesses come from hard workers. Jesus 
would no more choose an idler than 
would an employer choose one of the 
card and billiard players that - loaf 
around the clubs and hotels. When we 
want anything done, when we want a 
bank director, a church officer, a hos- 
pital manager, a school trustee, we in- 
vayiably go after the man who tells us, 
“I already have about all I can carry.” 
When Christ got done with him Peter 
the fisherman was a power (Acts 2: 41; 
Prov. 22:29). 

The Only Way.—Come ye after me, 
and I will make you to become fishers 
of men (v. 17). When Jesus has any- 
thing to say to men he says it in the 
terms of their daily life. He did not 
say to fishermen, “I will make you sow- 
ers of seed and reapers of crops.” Yet 
he often spoke in terms of the farm. 
More than once I have sat and patiently 
listened to young men preaching to us 
plain, horny-handed mill folks with the 
old Homeric heroes dancing through the 
sermon like wood nymphs around a 
Greek vase. Our men might say like the 
fellow in the Bab Ballads, “It’s certainly 
very pretty, but I don’t know what it 
means.” I have sat and listened to the 
learned Dr. Blank, én stately phrase, 
preach as high as a Zeppelin over the 
heads of a congregation of country folks. 
And then the Doctor goes home and in 
an idle heur writes a criticism of Billy 
Sunday for his lack of dignity in preach- 
ing’ to a tabernacle “mob” in the only 
language Tom, Dick, and Harry can un- 
derstand and get a good hold upon. The 
language of the street and shop and 
loafing place. Jesus when he talked to 
Galilean peasants did so in the terms of 
their trade. They were sowers of crops 
and keepers of sheep. When he talks 
to these fishers he does so in the terms 





of their daily toil. And if we teachers 
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expect to be successful in getting the 
religion of this old Book into the lives of 
those who gather around us week after 
week, we, too, must get right down 
where they live in terms of the life 
that now is (Luke 15: 4-10; 1 Cor. 9: 
25-27). (2) 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round - Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit iiustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
‘ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this deparfment. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

The Undrawn Blinds.—Repent ye 
(Golden Text). A Christian worker 
tells of a visit which he paid to a house 
of distinction. He was ushered into a 
large room, the blinds of which were all 
down. As he was being taken to a seat 
by a footman, a young woman followed, 
who, calling the servant aside for a mo- 
ment, whispered to him, “Don’t draw 
up the blinds; the room has not been 
dusted.” How many are acting like 
that, steadfastly refusing to let God’s 
light into their hearts. They will not 
draw up the blinds, because the room 
has not been cleared of the dust of sin, 
and they could not bear the sight which 
the sunshine of heaven would reveal. 
When sin is forsaken, then heaven’s sun- 
shine is ever welcome.—From the Free 
Churchman. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake 
field, Eng. 


Where the Sting Was.— Believe in the 
gospel (Golden Text). A little child 
was in the garden with his mother, when 
a bee stung his mother on the palm of 
her hand. The child huddled close to 
the mother and cried, for fear the bee 
would sting him, too. “Look,” said the 
mother, “the sting of the bee is in the 
palm of my hand. He cannot sting you 
also.” And so Jesus has suffered the 
sting of death for us.—From the Brook- 
lyn Eagle. Sent by James D. Lawson, 
Charlottetown, P. E. I. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this illustra- 
tion. (1) 

The “Hostile” Wind.—Repent ye, and 
believe in the gospel (Golden Text). 
There is a beautiful picture in one of 
Wordsworth’s poems of a bird that is 
swept from Norway by a storm. It bat- 
tles against the storm with desperate 
effort, eager. to wing back again to Nor- 
way. But all in vain, and so at last it 
yields, thinking that the gale will carry 
it to death—and the gale carries it to 
sunny England, with its green meadows 
and its forest glades. Ah, how many of 
us have been like that little voyager, 
fretting and fighting against the will of 
God.—From Herald and Presbyter. “Sent 
by ow D. Lawson, Charlottetown, 


The Pilot Boat.—Come ye after me 
(v. 17). An interesting sight was once 
seen in Liverpool harbor during a very 
fierce gale. A pilot boat sailed up the 
river with the signal, “Follow me,” at 
her masthead, and following her were 
eight or nine vessels of all sorts and 
sizes. As it was too rough to board the 
ships in the Channel, this plan was 
adopted. Every vessel got safely in. 
Ail the helmsman had to do was to keep 
his eye on the pilot boat, and steer 
straight in the course she indicated.— 
From the Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. (2) 


An Honest Prayer.—And followed 
him (v. 18). Dr. T. R. Glover told a 
London congregation of a young friend 
of his in Southern India to whom came 
a great call. Then it was that the 
young man offered what the speaker 
characterized as the “honestest prayer” 
he had ever heard: “Lord, here am I; 
send me, but, for goodness’ sake, don’t.” 
The young man offered this prayer reg- 
ularly for some time; but one day the 
end of it dropped off, “and he was not 
sorry.” Afterwards the young man 











hiniself told Dr. ‘Glover about it—Re- 
lated in the Briftsh Weekly. Sent by 
W.J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


ye 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


beat the qilderness (v, 12). The 
wilderness of Judea is passed through 
on the way from Jerusalem to the Jor- 
dan and the Dead Sea. The whole area 
is filled, or rather packed, with small 
conical hills of the same size and shape, 
dusty brown and gray in color, without 
house or tree, and all shimmering under 
the scorching sun, 


He was with the wild beasts (v. 13). 
Chiefly the wolf, hyena, and jackal. The 
last named gather in groups at night, 
and their short, sharp barking in the 
distance has the same effect that Words- 
worth ascribes to the sound of a brook 
in the forest, deepening the solitude. 
In the same wilderness there .is a con- 
vent perched in a rocky gorge, called 
Deir Mar Saba, the convent of St. Lion. 
Tradition tells that there a saint used 
to occupy a cave for his life of prayer 
and fasting, and every night a lion 
came and slept beside him. In the con- 
vent afterwards built there another 
monk lived who has found society in 
our hymn-books, as Stephanus wrote in 
Latin the hymn, “Art thou weary,” etc. 


And passing along by the sea.of Gali- 
lee (v. 16). That is, along the western 
side, north or south of Tiberias. The 
fish of the lake are the same to-day, and 
the waves make the same music on the 
beach; oleander bushes bear clusters 
of pink blossom by the water courses, 
and thousands of birds still twitter 
among the branches of the wild mus- 
tard; the plain  Gennesaret with its 
yellow. slopes of ripening wheat leads 
down to the water’s edge; the headlands 
of Magdala and the Gadarene cliffs 
stand mirrored on the quiet surface, and 
the west wind at midday and the east 
wind at night still raise stormy waves 
upon the lake. Such features and oc- 
currences are the same as when Christ 
walked there, but to the thoughtful vis- 
itor from other countries, both the lake 
and the land seem to say, “He is not 
here, he is risen,” and the stranger won- 
ders what came of it all, and -what is 
still to come, and when? 


ALEXANDRIA, Eoypt, 
we 


Every little while some one tells of a 
new way in which Mr. Howard’s 
“A Prayer Before the Lesson” is used. 
Would you like a little book of these 
prayers? The Sunday School Times 
Company has published one volume of 
them at 50 cents. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
teach us how to put first things first. Give 
us the true vision of what our task is. For- 
give our interest in needless things. May 
we learn to-day from thy ways what our 
ways as followers of thine ought to be. May 
we catch the spirit of the beginning of thy 
ministry, and if any of us have failed to 
perceive what thou didst put first in thine 
own work, open our eyes, and give us thine 
own passion for the saving of the lost. Oh, 
Lord Jesus, how little we have done to win 
others to thee! May this year mark a 
change in us from indifference to a burning 
eagerness for winning others to thyself. In 
thy dear name. Amen. ; 

After the Lesson.—When a little fel- 
low’s big brother says to him, “Come on, 
let’s go fishing,” and it’s a good fishing 
day, and there is no school, is that 
youngster going to be slow to get out 
his fishing tackle?. He forgets his 
books, and he is even willing to aban- 
don the woodpile for a few hours! Go- 
ing fishing is a pretty big thing for any 
live boy. Jesus picked out some. fisher- 
men to be his disciples and he didn’t 
laugh at their fishing or brush it aside 
as of no account. He just told them 
that he was going to teach them a new 
kind, so they dropped the old kind and 
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went along with him. I think if that 
same Jesus had) looked into your eyes, 
had laid his hand on your shoulder, and 
had said, “Come along, my boy, you 
have been fishing for sunfish and min- 


FISHING FOR Mn 


‘FOLLOW ME!” 

















nows, I am going to show you a new 
kind of fishing if you will follow along 
with me,” I think you too would have 
turned from the sunfish and the minnows, 
or even from bass and: pickerel and 
trout, to follow the most wonderful 
fisherman that the world has ever 
known, the Son of God, who went about 
taking men out of death into life. 

Well, he is saying just that to you, to 
every one of you in this room who loves 
him. And yet,—and yet some of us are 
saying, “Well, no, Jesus, we'll just stick 
by the old pondhole and catch the same 
sort of fish that we have been used to. 
We are doing pretty well as it is.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Jesus calls us: o’er the tumult.” 
“TI can hear my Saviour calling.” 
“*Follow me,’ the Master said.” 
“T’ll go where you want me to go.” 
“If Jesus goes with me.” 

“In the service.of the King.” 

“TI am thine, O Lord.” 

“ My Jesus, I love thee.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by the United Pres- 
aa Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, 

‘a.) 

Psalm 95 : 1-11 (188 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116: 1-14 (229 : 1-3). 
Psalm 19: 7-14 (36: 1-3). 
Psalm 25 : 1-14 (54: 1-4). 
Psalm 73 : 23-28 (157 : 1-3). 
Ezekiel 33 : 11 (316: 1). 


| Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEAcHING, — Jesus needs 
helpers for his work. 

Introduction—Talk with the children 
about the helpers whom their fathers 
need in office, store, shop, or farm, and 
those whom their mothers need in the 
home. Some helpers are needed all the 
time, others are special for a_ short 
time. When fruit is ripe in the berry- 
patch and orchard, helpers are needed 
to pick and pack it for market. When 
the grain ripens’ in the fields, the farmers 
need extra helpers to harvest and thresh 
out the grain. Did you ever count how 
many special helpers come to your 
home ?—the milkman, ice man, vegetable 
man, and the grocery boy; the man who 
puts in coal, the man who hauls away 
garbage, the man who mows the grass in 
summer or sweeps the walks in winter. 

Sometimes the dressmaker comes to 
help mother, or a woman to wash, iron, 
sweep, scrub, or clean house. We can 
never count all the helpers who work 
for us. 

The pastors need helpers in the 
church, the superintendent and teachers 
in the Sunday-school, and those who 
sing in the choir, etc. We all live in a 
world where we should help one an- 
other, Some helpers work for wages 
or a salary; others work because they 
love to be of service. Our mothers are 
such helpers. 


Lesson Approach—When Jesus was a 
boy he learned to be Joseph’s helper in 
the carpenter shop; he was his mother’s 
helper in the home and in bringing 
water from the well in Nazareth. As he 
grew older he planned to be the best 
helper the world had ever known. 


Review.—When the time came for 
Jesus to begin his great work, he 
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walked to the Jordan river, where his 
cousin John the Baptist was preachi 

and teaching: Repent, and be baptized. 
When John saw Jesus he said, Behold, 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sin of the world. That was the great 
work which Jesus came to do, as the 
angel had said long before, Thou shalt 
on his name Jesus: for it is he that 
shall save his people from their sins. 

Jesus asked John to baptize him, and 
he did so; as they walked out of the 
water a voice from heaven said, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. 

Lesson Story.—After Jesus was bap- 
tized he went alone among the moun- 
tains to talk to God and to get ready 
for his great work. Jesus knew that he 
would soon need some helpers. John 
the Baptist had a few good helpers. 
One day as Jesus came among them 
pointed him out, so two of John’s 

elpers followed Jesus to see where he 
went and to hear what he might say. 

Jesus turned and saw them following 
so he said, Whom seek ye? (Study 
John 1: 35-51.) They answered, Where 
do you live? Jesus said, Come and see. 
Jesus had no real home of his own in 
that ps but ov went where he 
stayed and spent the day with him. 
They must have spent a happy day, for 
one of the men, named Andrew, hurried 
to find his brother Peter and brought 
him to Jesus, who was pleased with these 
new friends and knew that they would 
be good helpers for him, but he was not 
quite ready to teach them about his 
work. 

Their real homes were in Galilee by 
the sea, where mgny fishermen made 
their living. Andrew and Péter were 
fishermen, so were their friends,- John 
and James, who were brothers. 

“ Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
Fishermen of Capernaum.” 


These four friends must have talked 
often about the néw leader, Jesus, whom 
some of them had seen by the Jordan. 

One day Peter and Andrew looked 
up from their fishing near the shore of 
Galilee. They. saw. Jesus, who had 
watched them casting their nets into the 
sea. He said to them, Come ye after 
me, and I will make you to become 
fishers of men. They were ready to 

ive up their. fishing and to follow 
Tome as their leader. 

Not far away their partners, James 
and John, were in a boat with their 
father, not fishing but all working hard 
mending their nets. Jesus called James 
and John-to come and follow him, too. 
“Oh, I love to think of Jesus as he walked 

beside the sea, 
Where the fishers spread their nets upon 
the shore; 

How He bade them follow him, and forsake 

the paths of sin, 
And to be his true disciples evermore.” 


Jesus had chosen four faithful friends 
to be his helpers. (President Wilson’s 
call for soldiers to enlist and his later 
call for them to report at camp for 

’ training may illustrate the double call to 
the helpers of Jesus.) 


After the Story—Many children are 
familiar with the game “Follow the 
Leader” and know that even in play it 
is not always easy to follow, but they 
try to do so. The helpers of Jesus were 
ready to follow their leader. 


Note—The sea of Galilee and boats 
may be represented on the sand-table 
or blackboard. 


Hand-work.—Each child may fold a 
boat from a four-inch square of paper. 
If it is their own expression the older 
children may write what they would feel 
like saying if Jesus should ask: Come 
and follow me. 

Make it plain that young children may 
be true followers and helpers: “Where 
He leads me, I will follow.” 

Peoria, ILL. 

we 


There is a value that lasts for twelve 
months in the 1918 Bible Success Band 
Booklet, which helps one to memorize a 
Bible verse daily. It may be ordered 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 15 cents each; 12 cents each with 
an order for ten or more. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mis. S. H. Askew 


Note.—You can order small but well- 
printed copies of Mark’s Gospel for 5 cents 
each from Thomas Nelson and Sons, New 
York (American Standard Text), which will 
be great aids in home-study for these six 
months. 


“In the hour of trial, Jesus plead for me, 

Lest by base denial I deparg from Thee; 

When thou seest me waver, with a look 
recall, 

Nor for fear or favor suffer me to fall.” 


ECAUSE our girls in their teens are 
so subtly beset with manifold 
temptations, let us use this section, 
Mark 1:12, 13, for the lesson topic to- 
day as permitted by the wisely elastic 
suggestion of the much-improved Uni- 
form Lessons, Satan never presents his 
pitfalls in so “perfectly harmless” and 
alluring a way as during these years of 
approaching womanhood. 

Resist spending your brief lesson 
period on the unprofitable discussion as 
to whether these appeals of the devil 
were merely from within or in actual, 
visible form. The profitable point is 
that they were of and by the devil, a 
personal devil, if plain Scripture terms 
mean anything at all. But if some 
thoughtful gir seeks wistfully to know 
why Jesus was led by the Spirit (Holy 
Spirit) to be tempted, ask her to wait 
till the close of the lesson for her an- 
swer. Then is she not grateful for a 
Saviour. who, out of actual experience, 
can understand all her temptations, and 
triumph over them for her? For your 
sake and mine was his temptation need- 
ful. (1) 

After a quiet reading of the hymn 
verse above (written on your black- 
board if you have one), read, in a still 
quieter voice, in the stillness of thought 
your verse produced, the two marvelous 
verses of our lesson section, emphasiz- 
ing Mark’s vivid. yerbs as you read, 
“driveth,” “tempted,” “ministered.” No- 
tice that it was a young man, juSt thirty, 
whom the Spirit drove (compelled) and 
Satan tempted and-the angels ministered 
to. And because that Young Man was 
tempted in all poirits like as we are, 
even “we girls,” he can understand to 
the fullest our temptations and will 
plead for us in our hours of trial (Heb. 
4:14-16), Let us then find out to-day 
first, just how he was tempted; second, 
how he met his temptations; and third, 
how we may claim his strength in time 
of need. Write these three questions on 
your board or paper chart, leaving space 
between each two for the answers. 





1. Ask the girls who have read the 
fuller account (by home assignment) in 
Matthew 4 and Luke 4 to tell just how 
he was tempted. They will give you, prob- 
ably, these three answers: (1) To make 
bread of stones; (2) to throw himself 
down from the temple tower to be 
miraculously saved from death; (3) to 
worship Satan once to secure thereby 
world-power, List these as they are 
given (have a ready scribe to put these 
points on your outline), but probe a lit- 
tle deeper to find out just what the real 
temptation was in each case. . 

(1) To use his miraculous power for 
purely selfish and physical need. Had 
he yielded here how could he have 
known by his human experience of the 
fearful pull of our roe on our 
spiritual selves? Had he saved himself 
by his miraculous power from physical 
distress, how could he help me to master 
my physical passions and weaknesses? 

(2) Had he yielded to the plea to a 
wrong use of his trust in his Father, to 
presume on his Father’s loving promise 
of care even while courting danger for 
its own sake, how then could he 
strengthen young hearts against this 
daily temptation to be reckless just to be 
reckless? Even as he was tempted to 
gain the admiration of the people, so 
they are tempted to win the applause 
of “the other girls.” 

And, oh, had he yielded only for one 
hidden moment and done that which 
was wrong in itself—(3) Worshiped 
Satan in order that what seemed 
good might come quickly, instead of 
by way of his Father’s will for him 
—how then could we ever cry to him 
when so sorely pressed by this same 
Satan to do some small evil thing 
to gain, apparently, some great good? 
What girl has not every one of these 
temptations to meet almost daily? And 
often they come to us, too, immediately 
after a summit of spiritual experience, 
as they did to him full of the exaltation 
of that voice of divine approval, “Thou 
art my beloved Son, in thee I am well 
pleased.” 


2. How did he resist? Note well his 
answers to each plausible plea of the 
tempter. The wrong and right use of 
Scripture is nowhere else so sharply 
contrasted. How Satan wrests the texts 
from their contexts! How Jesus re- 
veals his knowledge of the whole Scrip- 
tures and their fundamental teachings 
in his quotations from the matchless 
book of Deuteronomy! 


3. But how can we claim his strength 
for our own temptations, weak and fool- 
ish as many of them seem to be, wild 
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and fierce as they sometimes assail us? 
“My strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness,” he said, “mine,” not yours. Are 


you depending on‘ your str or his 
to meet your temptation? ild and 
fierce are they? Listen! “For in that 


he himself hath suffered being tempted, 
he is able to succor them that are 
tempted” (Heb. 2:18). Yes, he is able, 
he can meet every temptation of every 
impulsive young heart. Let him do 
it for you to-day, to-morrow, each time 
Satan argues with you. ly in his 


.| ability to withstand and to stand is 


obedience to our memory verse a possi- 

bility for any of us. 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 1: 21-45 


Assign to six girls the following pas- 
sages for careful reading to be sketched 
in class next Sunday: Mark 1: 16-20, 
21-28, 29-31, 32-34, 35-39, 40-45. 

The making of a map of Palestine for 
class use would be helpfu 

AtTLanta, GA, 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is’ Taught This Week 


A boy’s temptations, as an introduc- 
* tion. 

Main teaching points: How to resist 
temptatien. Jesus’ need of true dis- 
ciples as soul-winners. Calling the fish- 
ermen makes a good story for a boy to 
tell. A homemade map, a picture of the 
Sea of Galilee, a magnet, and nails, ap- 
peal to eye and hand. 











«ANY. of you been tempted this 

week?” began teacher. We all 
hung our heads and Carl murmured, 
“Yes, sir,” while I thought of the after- 
noon Buster Clark tried to get me to 
cut school. (1) 

“Well, that’s something to be thank- 
ful for,” teacher went on, “that‘is, if 
you resisted it” (Jas. 1:2). 

He had us read verses 12-and 13 of 
the lesson, how even Jesus was tempted, 
and Fatty told more about it, just as 
it is given in Matthew. 

Carl answered his.question about why 
had to be tempted by reading 

ebrews 2:18, and teacher said it was 
so Jesus could “Be Prepared” to help 
us. He believes we are not ready to 
battle with evil ourselves nor to help 
others keep straight until we have 
learned to resist Satan. We must put 
on the whole armor of God and learn 
to swing that sword (Eph. 6:17) that 
jem drove off the devil with (Matt. 
4:4). 

He had us hunt up and read that 
verse, “Thy word have I laid up in my 
heart, that I might not sin against thee” 
(Psa. 119:11). Then he told a story 
about a boy that had a chance to copy 
off of another fellow’s paper in exami- 
nation, and he was just going to do it, 
when he thought of that verse, “Honor 
thy father and thy mother,” and that 
kept him from yielding. 

“Swords are no good nowadays,” 
sneered Bulldog Jones, “I’d rather 
have a sixshooter.” 

“All right,” answered teacher. “Then 
the main thing is plenty of ammunition. 
Every Bible verse is a cartridge. But 
you must load them into your memory 
and be always on the watch; then when 
the enemy appears, don’t forget to pull 
the trigger.” 

“I won't,” answered Bulldog earn- 
estly, and teacher gave him First Cor- - 
inthians 16:13 for a motto: “Watch 
ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like 
men, be strong.” (2) 

Then we went on to the rest of the 
lesson. Fred gave the names of the 
four men who were called. Bumps 
pointed out the place on his homemade 
map, amd:I showed a picture of the Sea 
of Galilee that I cut out of an old Quar- 
terly. Then Bulldog was called on to 
tell the story. 

“Well,” he began, “Jesus was going 
to put on a big drive, like that Liberty 
loan, only this was for trail-hitters. So 
of course he would need some scouts to 
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help him. He didn’t want any loafers, 
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so ‘he steered clear of the pool hall and 
the livery barn, and struck out for the 
lake. He figured that the boats would 
be coming in with their night’s haul and 
he could pick out the best workers by 
who had the most fish, When he got 
down to the shore there was a couple 
of fellers in one boat who wouldn’t 
quit work even if the sun was up. They 
were going to try one more haul just 
for luck. Jesus says to himself, “That’s 
the kind for me. No watching the clock 
there.’ So he called them to come on 
and join his troop. Next he came 
across two other fellers who had come 
ashore, but instead of striking off home 
for breakfast and a good long sleep, 
they were sewing up a hole in their net 
so as to be all ready for work again 
that night. That was what Jesus was 
looking for, and he soon had all four 
working to pass their tenderfoot tests 
and become regular scouts. (3) 
Teacher smiled a little at Bulldog’s 
story. But he said that was a very good 
way to put it. Jesus works almost alto- 
gether through his followers. Every 
Christian belongs to the great troop of 
which Jesus is the Scout Master. 
Teacher had me show with a magnet 
and some nails how one: nail could pull 
another nail along if the first one was 
energized by the magnet. He says that’s 
the way we become fishers of men; first 
we come into touch with Christ, and 
then as we touch other boys in daily life 
Christ’s power will flow through us to 
them. But he says we’ve got to keep in 
touch with the power all the time. (4) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 1: 21-45 
Carl has to bring a picture of a syna- 
gogue. 


How can a person teach with authority 
now? 
_ Name some unclean spirits that get 
into boys. - 

How does a boy with an unclean spirit 
feel toward Christ? : 

How can a boy get rid of an unclean 
spirit ? 

How many good turns did Jesus do in 
this lesson? 

Why did Jesus need to pray? 

TerRE Haute, Ino. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











VERY week our “boys” are going 

from us at the call of the nation, 
and mothers and fathers with breaking 
hearts are parting from them, it may be 
forever. They are going into deadly 
peril, and they must in the very nature 
of the case be looked upon in no ordi- 
nary light as “appointed to die.” How 
are they leaving our homes? Are they 
going prayerless from the protection of 
the family circle, or panoplied by the 
power of God? It is to be feared that 
many of our soldier and sailor boys 
have rarely or never heard the voice of 
father or mother in prayer. What a 
handicap to a boy! On the shell-swept 
battlefields and unprayed for; amid the 
pitiless hail of shrapnel and the flashing 
steel of the bayonet, and not prayed for. 
Mothers! fathers! can you bear the 
thought? Let a covenant of prayer be 
made that shall bind the home and the 
boy to God. Our nation is fast losing its 
home life, and therefore fast losing its 
hold on home religion. Let us seek to 
revive in our land the religion of our 
Lord Jesus Christ by rekindling the 
fires on the “altar by the hearth.” 


January 7 to 13 

Mon.—Mark 1: 12-20. 
Jesus Begins His Work. 
On the threshold of his own ministry, 
eur Lord gathered around him men 
whom he was to train. Their unfitness 
would all disappear in the measure in 
which they companied with him. No 
matter how incapacitated we are in our- 
selves for the work of soul-winning, 





fellowship with Christ will soon qualify 
us for the noblest of all works. 


PrayER Succestions: Pray for all the 
members of the hensshald. of Faith. 
Their spheres are far apart for some 
are in the Shell-swept trenches, some 
are on the dreary waste of waters; 
others are in munition factories Red 
Cross work; others are nursing or be- 
ing nursed; and some are held as war 
captives, 


Tues.—Mark 3: 16 to 4: 11. 
Jesus’ Baptism and Temptation. 
No sooner was the Lord anointed than 
assailed. The time selected’ was imme- 
diately after the attestation of his son- 
ship. Like our blessed Lord we may 
find our times of hallowed enjoyment 
but the prelude to periods of severe 
temptation. Let us not think it strange 
for it is enough if the disciple be as his 
Lord. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who are suffering and sorrowing in these 
days of pain and agony; that peace may 
be the portion of the dying, and patience 
and strength of the suffering, and com- 
fort the lot of all who mourn. Pray 
that we may bear our trials with the 
fortitude and courage born of our re- 
lationship with Christ. 


Wed.—Heb. 4: 14 to 5: 9. 


What comfort and strength come to 
the soul almost ready to give up in de- 
spair when it sees Jesus is able to sym- 
pathize and succor because he has him- 
self been tempted. Said the saintly 
Andrew Murray, “He was made like 
unto us in temptation that we might be- 
come like him in victory.” 

PrayER Succestions: Pray for the 
work of all the churches and that all the 
denominations may come closer to- 
gether in this time of testing and need; 
for all chaplains among the men of the 
Army and the Navy; for workers in 
huts and tents, and for all who seek to 
glorify our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
world crisis. 


Thurs.—Isa. 42 : 1-8. The Work of Jesus 
Foretold (cf. Matt. 12: 15-21). 
“A bruised reed” is one that has suf- 
fered an injury which however is not 
irreparable; if the process is allowed to 
continue it will end in destruction, but, 
blessed be God, the prophet assures us 
that no man is so bruised as to make 
restoration impossible, and none so 
stained that the blood of Christ cannot 
cleanse. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIoNS: Pray earnestly 
for Ryssia in this terrible time of her 


other lands may be led to Christ, and 
that the present tragedy may be over- 
ruled for the extension of the kingdom 
of God; that true “shepherds” may be 
raised up to guide the people. 
Fri.—John 1; 35-47. 

Jesus and His First Disciples. 


What a seemingly insignificant event 
the first meeting of Jesus with these five 
men was in the history of the Church 
and the world, and yet we have “the 
earliest blossoms of the Christian faith,” 
the humble origin of the mighty empire 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
young Christians who are serving with 
the colors that they may be strengthened 
to resist every temptation and maintain 
a clear testimony and a clean life. Pray 
for the work of the Y. M.C. A. and the 
Y. W.C. A. in helping to provide for 
the soldiers’ wants on all fronts. 
Sat.—Luke 5: 1-11. 

Jesus Calling His First Helpers. 

Our Lord in a very matter-of-fact 
fashion orders these men to do his bid- 
ding. About him was a majesty which 
was all-compelling. Obedience to his 
commands led to a closer discipleship 
between our Lord and his followers. 
They should haul and clean nets no 
more, but catch men. 


PrAyER SuGcestions: Pray for ex- 
iled Israel who in her blindness con- 
tinues to cry out for God. Pray for 
the persecuted Jews of -Russia and 





Poland, and for those of the seed of 
Abraham who are laying down their 





lives in the war. Pray for Israel’s per- 
secutors, that they may be awakened to 
the enormity of their crime. 


Sun.—John 2: 1-11. Jesus’ First Miracle. 


How ergs that our Lord’s first 
miracle shd@ld be at a wedding, thus 
sanctifying and cuneerng all our joys. 
He will pour his wine of gladness into 
all the cups we carry if we will but let 
him, and all the- waters of sorrow he 
will “make the occasions of joy. 


Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for vic- 
tory in the inner life; id deliverance 
from selfishness and self-seeking. Pray 
for the spirit of the cross and for grace 
to tread the sacrificial pathway for noth- 
ing worth while has ever been done with- 
out sacrifice. Pray for all kinds of 
Christian effort to-day. 

New York Ciry. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Jesus Tempted as We Are. 


need; that her’ people imprisoned in | 





| January 20. Young Christians Reaching Qut- 

ward, Gal. 6: 1-10. 

January 27. Christian Endeavor Goals and 
How to Reach Them. Rom. 12: 1-13. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 

February 3. Christian Duty and Privilege. 
II. Winning Others to Christ. John 1: 
35-46. (Consecration meeting. Christian 
Endeavor Decision Day.) 

February 10. What My Church Stands For. 
1 Pet. 2: 9-12. (May be led by the pas- 
tor.) 


— 





Sunday, January 13 


Young Christians Reaching Upward 
(Psalm 63 : 1-8). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Looking upward (Heb. 12: 1-6). 

Tues.—Yearning upward (Col. 3: 1-8). 

Wed.—High aims: (Phil. 3 : 7-14). 

Thurs.—Rising through prayer (Eph. 
3: 14-21). 

Fri—The upward path (Col. 3: 9-15). 

Sat.—Helping others upward (1 Cor. 
9 : 19-22). 











What hinders us from reaching upward? 
What helps do we use in reaching upward? 
What is our aim in reaching upward? 


IRCUMSTANCES or men can 

hedge us in on every side but one. 
They can surround us behind and be- 
fore, and on left hand and right. But 
nothing can ever cover over our souls. 
The upward road is always open. “They 
can sever me from thy Church,” wrote 
a prisoner of the Inquisition on. his 
dungeon walls, “but they cannot sever 
me from thee, O Christ.” 


ye 

The Christian life must be a life of 
ceaseless upward expansion. It is not 
an institution, a fixed opinion, an estab- 
lished experience. It involves all these, 
but it is a life and it has the first essen- 
tial of life, namely growth. And there 
is no limit to its growth. Paul had gone 
pretty far. into the Christian mystery, 
but even he counted not himself to have 
apprehended. One thing he did. He 
forgot the things that were behind and 
stretched forward to the things that 
were before, 


“Not satisfied” is the Christian motto. 
Not satisfied here. We shall be satis- 
fied when we awake but not here. 


4 
And the goal of life is not a fixed goal. 
It recedes as we approach it. It is like 
a mountain top toward which we climb, 
thinking that it is the summit, only to 
discover when we reach it that other 
and higher peaks lie beyond. Paul’s 
mark was not a stationary mark. It 
was the mark of the upward calling of 
God in Christ Jesus. 
The infinite God can never be ex- 
hausted. The best we can ever think 
about Him will be less than reality. 


we 
Doubtless to many of the early Chris- 
tians the new and joyous faith of Christ 
seemed to be the rest they had longed 
for, and they must have said to them- 
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DR. SELL’S Studies for Bible Classes 


No. 10 Just Ready—Bible Studies in Four Gospels. 
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selves when they came to it, “This is all 
that we can want.” But they soon found 
that this rest was only the foretaste of a 
greater rest that still remained for the 
people of God. They were soon taught 
that they had here no continuing city 
but must seek one, the city whose 
builder and maker is God. The perse- 
cutions which came were in God’s hands 
made the goads to glory beyond the 
glory they had known. 


“Then welcome each rebuff 
That turns earth’s smoothness rough, 
Each sting that bids nor sit nor stand, 
but go. 
Be our joy three parts pain, 
dAtrive and hold cheap the strain, 
Bear nor account the pang. Dare, never 
grudge the throe.” 
ye 
One good way to judge the values of 
things, especially of the little things of 
amusement and diversion, is to note 
whether they hold us down or help us 
up. This is what really determines the 
moral quality of many of them, In 
themselves they are indifferent, but in 
their influence upon us and others they 
characterize themselves. 


Let us lay aside every weight, and run. 
The weighted runners cannot deem the 
race of great consequence. 

we 

A modern Gospel hymn has for its re- 
frain, “He lifted me.” That is what 
Jesus is ever doing. He raised the sick, 
the fallen, and the dead. He rose Him- 
self from the grave and ascended on 
high. He raises men still and he raises 
them above their sins, above the earth, 
and above death, 


Our reaching upward is only our an- 
swer to Christ’s reaching downward. 

Nothing below is worth holding to if 
it. keeps us from the things above. 

The angels of God ascend and de- 
scend. They go up for life and come 
down with it for men. 


New York City. 
wat 


Is any part of Sunday a drag and a 
bore to the children? Of course it 
shouldn’t be. But how can we do differ- 
ently? One way to make a start ts to 
get a book like “Pleasant Sunday After- 
noons for the Children,” by John T. 
Faris, published by The Sunday School 
Times Company at 50 cents, and see how 





a great many parents have managed. 
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Bulldog Jones 


thought he had him - 


What would you have said ? 


HE teacher of Pucker’s class of boys had just told 

them that if they wanted to win out against Satan 
they must put on the whole armor of God and learn te 
swing that sword (Eph. 6: 17) that Jesus drove off the 
devil with (Matt. 4: 4). 


Then teacher got a surprise. 


‘*Swords are no good nowadays,’’ sneered Bulldog 
Jones. ‘‘I’d rather have a sixshooter.’’ 


And then Bulldog Jones got a surprise. For quick 
as a flash teacher answered : . 


“All right. Then the main thing is plenty of amma- 
nition, very Bible verse is a cartridge. But you must 
load them into your memory and be always on the watch; 


then when the enemy appears, don't forget to pull the 


trigger.”’ 


And Bulldog earnestly answered, ‘‘I won’t’’ ; while 
teacher followed him right up with, ‘‘ Watch ye, stand 
fast in the taith, quit you like men, be strong,’’ trom 
1 Corinthians 16: 13. 


Could you have done it? 


You'll find that sort of ammunition every week 
now in Pucker’s teacher’s lesson article in The Sunday 
School Times. See it for yourself on page 764. 


Is there a teacher of a boys’ class anywhere that can 
afford xoft to have this sort of help in meeting his boys? 


UT girls are harder to teach than boys—yes, lots ot ~ 


teachers say so. 


Have you discovered the new gold-mine for girls’ 
teachers every week in The Sunday School Times ? 


With a practical directness that makes you eager for 
Sunday to come so that you can try her plan in your own 
class, Mrs. Askew shows, step by step, just how to carry 
real girls through the lesson. 


See how skilfully she explains what zof to do in 
class this week (on page 764), and then shows exactly 
how to unfold the lesson. 


No wonder ; for she has been teaching high school 
girls the Bible for five years past in a day school; and 
this winter she is teaching the Gospel of Mark to her high 
school girls. 


Her lesson articles every week in The Sunday School 
Times therefore come fresh from actual experience in 
these lessons with the girls themselves. 


OW isn’t there a teacher of a boys’ class, or a girls’ 
class who has said to you, ‘‘I just wish I knew 
how to do the right sort of work with that class of mine !’’ 


And don’t you know some who are wishing that, 
without saying it ? 


Then why not send their names and addresses to The 
Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
and ask the Publisher to send each one a specimen copy 
of the Times, just to show them how this paper tries to 
answer that earnest wish of theirs? Send in the names ; 
ask such teachers to join your club ; do now a real service 
for a number of your friends who ought to get acquainted 
with The Sunlay School Times. Thank you ! 
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Pennsylvania.—Can you give me any in- 

formation as to where to get a book on 

in the Sabbath 

school? I want a book of illustrations on 
drawing, and the story.—J. M. M. 


NE of the best books probably from 

which to learn how to use_ the 
blackboard is a small book by Miss 
Darnell, entitled “The Blackboard 
Class” (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, 
Mass., 25 cents), Other books with 
much information and many designs in 
them are the following: “Crayon and 
Character,” Griswold (Meigs Publish- 
ing Company, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
$1) ; “Object Lessons for Junior Work,” 
Wood (Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, 50 cents) ; “The Blackboard 
in the Sunday School,” Bailey (W. A. 
Wilde Company, Boston, ass., 25 
cents) ; “Pictured Truth,” Pierce (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, New York, 
$1.25); “Object Lessons for the 
Cradle Roll,” Miss Danielson (Pilgrim 
Press, Boston, Mass., $1) ; “Lessons for 
Teachers of Beginners,” Miss Daniel- 
son (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 75 cents). 
There are many others. Any of these 
mentioned can be obtained of your own 
denominational bookstore. 





Georgia.—We have had a Workers’ Council 
in our church, which consists of the teachers 
of the Sunday-school, the officers, and such 
| other assistants as felt impelled to attend. 

The Council has met on Wednesday even- 
ings, one and a half hours before prayer- 
meeting, and twenty to twenty-five minutes 
of the time has been given to lunch, and 
the remainder of the time to the study of 
the lesson, and sometimes to the study of 
some book on Sunday-school teaching, or 
problems, or teacher-training work. 

Last fall our Sunday-school adopted the 
| graded lessons except in the adult classes, 
which have retained the Uniform Lessons. 
The adoption of these courses, however, has 
worked hardship on the teachers’ meeting, 
or “Workers’ Council,” as we have called 
ourselves. We are endeavoring to work out 
some plan, or course of study, or program of 
interest for these meetings, that will be 
helpful to all the teachers and that may b 





e 
studied together. Could you suggest some | 


course, or some books or booklets that would 
prove of assistance?—C. C. W. 


O NOT give up your Workers’ 

Council. It is evident that it will 
no longer be as valuable to you as it 
has been in the past in the matter of 
le.son preparation, since you have in- 
troduced the Graded lessons. You will 
have to find some other way for lesson 
preparation. If you were to hold your 
meeting on some other night, with an 
entire evening available, you could 
spend some time after the lunch in 
studying the problems of your school as 
a whole, and then separate into groups 
| for lesson study, each group studying 
the lesson that it uses. The difficulty 
with this is that some of the groups 


‘would be very, very small, except in 


quite a large school.—If another even- 
ing is not available, then your lesson 
study must be done individually, or at 
meetings arranged by the various groups 
among themselves. 

This is no reason, however, why the 
workers’ meeting should be disbanded. 
There are so many things you can con- 
sider to advantage. In the school with 
which the writer is connected we meet 
on prayer-meeting night and, having a 
graded school, we cannot have lesson 
study. Our meetings are not held every 
week, but about six meetings a quarter. 
One quarter recently we had prepared 
papers after supper on the following 
topics: “How Can We Help Our 
Scholars to Apply the Lesson in Their 
Daily Life?” “The Building of a Pro- 
gram for the Sunday-school Session,” 
“What Does Prayer Mean to Our 
Scholars, and How Can We Help Them 
to Appreciate. Its Importance?” “How 
Much Lesson Study Should We Expect 
from Our Scholars, and How Shall We 
G.t It?” “How May We Enlarge the 
Sympathy of Our Scholars from Their 
Neighborhood to ‘World-wide Mis- 
sions?” “How to Memorize the Outline 
of Jesus’ Life in Thirty Minutes,” 





Frail Women 


sometimes suffer discom- 
fort and contract colds 
because their blood is 


thin or insufficient. 
Scott’s Emulsion 
is an easily Bpested, con. 


centra' 


“What Sort of a Future Has Our 
School a Right to Expect?” 

Thirty minutes was given this, then 
we had each night somebody represent- 
ing the official staff of the school give 
| a short talk of about ten minutes on the 
| general theme of “School Betterment.” 

hese ten-minute topics were as fol- 
lows: “The Glad Hand,” “Entering the 
Family,” “The Missing Fourth,” “The 
Crossed-out Name,” “Ginger and Glue,” 

“The Cutting Edge,” “The Hie Away.” 
| Another quarter, indeed this summer 





quarter, we plan to have a brief report 


each night from some department of the 
school. The topics for this quarter are: 
“Our Cradle Roll,” “Our Beginners,” 
,“Our Primaries,” “Our Juniors,” “Our 
| Secondary Division.” Each of these is 
| treated by an officer from that particular 
| department. These short talks are fol- 
| lowed by a School Betterment topic of 
| ty.enty or thirty minutes. For the same 
| quarter, these are as follows: “The 
| Opportunities of the Summer Months,” 
“The Superintendent’s Aides,” “The 
Sunday-school and the Men,” “Our 
| School’s Social Life,” “Picking Up the 
| Dropped Stitches,” “Plans for the Fall 
| Campaign,” “Our Annual Fagot Fire.” 

A very interesting way to spend an 
evening, and as profitable as interesting, 
is by means of “A Blind Question Box,” 
so called. It consists of questions, pre- 
pared usually by the superintendent, 
written upon slips of paper and placed 
in envelopes, one question in an envel- 
ope. These envelopes are sealed and 
handed to members present at the meet- 
ing, with instructions not to open until 
asked to do so. Then individuals are 
selected arbitrarily, and they open their 
envelope, read the question, and give an 
offhand answer. Sometimes the mis- 
fits are-very apparent and amusing, but 
the question is before the meeting, and 
others can give it proper answers if 
the one who had the question cannot. 
We tried one of these recently. The 
following are some of the questions: 
“How can we induce more of our Sec- 
ondary boys and girls to come to the 
trorning church service?” “How can 
we make our Sunday-school session 
more worshipful and reverent?” “Of 
what benefit can our Home Department 
be to our church and Sunday-school, 
and how can we make that Department 
more effective?” “How can we build 
up a stronger staff of specially trained 
teachers for work in our school, from 
among our young people?” “A number 
of our young people play musical in- 
struments; can you suggest how we can 
get them together for a Sunday-school 
cichestra of our own young: people?” 
“What special suggestions have you 
looking towards the improvement of 
our Chrtstmas-Giving Service?” “How 
can we induce every member of our 
school to make a definite offering 
every Sunday, making up for the Sun- 
days they lose?” “What would you 
think of having a Sunday-school social 
evening the latter part of September, 
for the workers of all Divisions: and 
the members of the Adult and Second- 
ary Divisions?” “How can we get our 
school to be more interested in the 
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County Sunday-school work?” “How 
can we increase school spirit—the kind 
of spirit that will make our school 
grow?” “How can we get fifty mem- 
bers of our school to attend the Com- 
munity Training School this winter? 











Books Worth Noting. 





A Primer of Prophecy (By W. M. 
Smith).—The author’s intention is to 
provide a beginners’ book in the study 
of prophecy, and thus enable students 
to gain a general idea of the Biblical 
outlook. Prophetic passages, persons, 
and periods are in turn discussed and 
some helpful: suggestions: are offered. 
This booklet thoroughly merits the com- 
mendatory. word of. that thoughtful 
Bible ‘student, George Guille, of the 
Moody Bible Institute. (Bible Institute 
Colportage Association, Chicago, 15 
cents.) 


Responsibilities and Conditions of 
Availing Prayer (By William H. 
Richie).—Six fundamental conditions 
of availing prayer are given, and under 
each heading the Scriptures are mar- 
shalled in a most convincing way. There 
are telling footnotes at the foot of every 
page from men who have known how to 
pray. An impressive foreword is writ- 
ten by S. D. Gordon, The _ booklet 
comes out of the author’s own rich ex- 
periences of answered prayer. (Chris- 
tian Life Literature Fund, Room 600 
Perry Building, Philadelphia, 3 cents, 30 
cents a dozen, $2 a hundred.) 


The Good Crow’s Happy Shop (By 
Patten Beard).—Little children love 
surprises and “pretends.” The good 
crow is a delightful “pretend,” and the 
“happy shop” is a place where little 
folks may learn to make many delight- 
ful things out of the big book of wall 
paper samples, called the “magic book.” 
Directions for making paper dolls, and 
furniture for dolls’ houses, baskets for 
flowers, book covers and markers, and 
many other things are embodied in a 
story so delightful that any little girl 
will be sorry when the end is reached. 
Mothers, too, will find in it a host of 
things that tiny fingers may make with 
wall paper, scissors, and crayon. (The 
Pilgrim Press, Boston, $1.35 net.) 


The Gospel of Mark (By Prof. 
Charles R. Erdman, D.D.}.—Those who 
know the author’s little volume on the 
Gospel of John will be specially glad to 
make the acquaintance of this com- 
panion work. It is a marvel of conden- 
sation and clearness. The Introduction 
is particularly valuable; the analysis is 
thoroughly satisfying; and the com- 
ments are pertinent and spiritual. Sun- 
day-school teachers should at once 


make a note of the illuminating little 
book, whjch will give them adequate and 
even ample knowledge of the contents 
and meaning of Mark. The text of the 
Gospel reproduced from: the American 
Standard Version at the head of each 





section is an additional and most wel- 
come ature. (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, 60 cents net, postpaid.) 


Prophecy and the Lord’s Return (By 
James M. Gray, 2.D.).—A collection 
of popular articles and-addresses on its 
great theme, this is a book for the stu- 
dent’s library. In an exposition of 
2 Corinthians 5:2 the author uses this 
translation: “For while we are here in 
this house we groan under its burden, 
yet we desire not to throw it off, but to 
be clothed over it, so that mortality 
may be absorbed in life.” At death the 
Christian “throws off” this body, but at 
the Lord’s coming the resurrection body 
clothes him “over it,” and here we get 
an idea of*“the essential identity of the 
natural and the resurrection bodies.” 
The book is full of just such richly sug- 
gestive interpretations as this. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, New York 
City, 75 cents net.) 


Follow the Flag Scrap-Book Letters. 
—A young soldier boy acknowledging a 
letter from his pastor said, “I was so 
glad to hear from you. I thought the 
church had forgotten me.” Our boys in 
the camps are thinking much of home 
these days, and they are hungry for 
even the most trifling bit of news. They 
need to feel that the church and Sun- 
day-school is thinking of them lovingly 
and prayerfully, “Scrap-book Letters” 
offer a delightful way of sending news. 





The front page, with three beautifully | 


colored flags, is to be used for a warm 
little personal note; on the two inner 
pages of this attractive letter paper can 
be pasted clippings from the church cal- 
endar or paper, interesting bits of news 
about all the activities of the church 
and school, and the persons they know 
there, and some bright and funny things 
to bring a smile; on the back is a place 
for the address and stamp, no envelope 
being needed. A substantial envelope is 
furnished in which to keep the clippings 
until needed. (The Duplex Envelope 
Company, Richmond Va., 52 sheets in a 
box, 75 cents, postpaid.) 


An Introduction to the Old Testa- 
ment, Chronologically Arranged (By 
Harlan Creelman, Ph.D., D.D.).—Our 
attitude to and knowledge of the Old 


Testament depends entirely on the 
standpoint adopted, conservative or 
critical. This volume is based entirely 


on critical principles, and except as a 
book of reference will be of no value 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


preface, is not, and cannot be, as rever- 
ent and spiritual as the old position. 
On the contrary it is absolutely impossi- 
ble to reconstruct the Old Testament on 
modern critical lines and still regard 
it as of the same spiritual authority. 
If a man believes that the Pentateuch 
dates from the 7th and sth centuries 
B. C., and is not the work of Moses in 
the 14th or 15th, it is out of all ques- 
tion to avoid calling it a forgery. To 


re 














<<. ae 


say that a book of this sort embodies the 
religion vouchsafed to Israel in a defi- 
nite place and at a definite time is to 
associate God with a deliberate fraud. 
There is no logical way of avoiding this 
inexorable conclusion. It is impossible 
to find any place for combining the two 
views. If one is right the other is 
wrong and the differences are vital and 
fundamental. (The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York, $2.75.) 








Books You Ought to Know 








HE Sunday School Times Company pub- 

lish over eighty books, which are described 
briefly in a book catalog. Readers of this paper 
who are not familiar with these publications will 
find it well worth while to send a postcard re- 
quest for one of these lists. 
tional, Method, and Bible Study books which may 


There are Inspira- 


4 
be just what you are needing to help you solve 
some of the difficult problems of your Sunday- 
school work. Mail the request to-day. @ # # 
et 
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How much do you want to help along the 
best social life of your church? Enough 
to invest a dollar in a book? Then get 
Theresa Wolcott’s “500 Ways to Help Your 
Church” from The Sunday School Times 
Company, and start something big and new 





as an introduction to those who believe | 


that conservative scholarship is true to 
the facts of the case. i 
in the space available to set out in detail 
the objections to the positions adopted 
here, but if this view of the Old Testa- 
ment is correct, at least three conse- 
quences follow: 
of their own Bible held by the Jews, a 


It is impossible | 


(1) It is not the view | 


people tenacious of their traditions; | 


(2) It is not the Old Testament of 
Christ and his apostles; (3) It is utterly 
different from the view of the Old 
Testament held by the whole Christian 
Church for eighteen centuries. 

But none of these serious questions 
are considered by the writer, and -every- 
thing connected with the general criti- 
cal position is virtually assumed to be 


true and settled, although Dr. George | 


Adam Smith has frankly admitted that 
matters regarded as settled over twenty 
years ago are still being discussed as 
open. Nor is anything said of the work 
done in recent years to discredit and 
prove untrustworthy the Wellhausen 
view here accepted. Nor is a word 
found about the remarkable results of 
archeology in pushing back civilization 
for ages and thereby making literary 
criticism void. 

It is, of course, difficult for a teacher 
to have to set aside or even modify the 
lines on which his teaching for years 
has been based, and it would be still 
more difficult to have to rewrite a large 
part of a modern, widely-used, and ex- 
pensive Bible dictionary. But truth is 
truth, and however unpalatable it may 
be, it ought to be recognized that the 
main positions of the dictionary recom- 
mended by Dr. Creelman are challenged 
as already obsolete and discredited. The 
time has come to speak quite plainly and 
to say that the new view, in spite.of the 











to others. 


close of the year. 


year to year. 








What Do You Do With 
Your Times When Read ? 


Some, after reading their Sunday School Times, pass it on 
Some cut it up for filing clippings. 
each copy and bind the complete file with the index at the 


Others keep 





Those who keep a complete file of the paper will have con- 
, stantly at hand a wealth of exceptional Bible study and 
method teaching helps which will increase in value from 


The Sunday School Times binder which is shown with this 
announcement was made in response to a demand from our 
readers for a practical, inexpensive, and easily workable 
method of filing the paper from week to week. Each binder 
holds the papers for one year, with index, and is supplied with 
complete directions for use. The binderscome intwostyles, 
flexible cardboard at go cents each, postpaid. 
cloth binders are $1.25 each, postpaid. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 


Personal: Sending the money with your order saves both 
yourself and us time and expense. 


The stiff 
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AGuideto Bible Study 


By Harry £. Richards, AM., M.D. 


SYSTEMATIC course of graded lessons, 

the Bible iése/f being the object of study. 
It is suited to independent study in the home, 
for use in family worship, or for Sunday 
Schools. It is not a theoretical = has 
been tried out—it works. 


Send for 


“A Guide to Bible Study” 
on inepecticu 


Others “have found it helpful—so will you. 


pact ess Man: ‘It is a real companion to the 
Bible, should be on the desk of every man. 


4,9) Gideonite : ‘It is in my opinion a valuable help 
in Bible study.” 


A Business Man: “ Your book 
best I have ever used, and 1 will sen 
ee as I have finished ‘this one.’ 


Bible tudent: “This is what I have been try- 
me, to fi ior a longtime. 1 have been hoping that 
some one would make a course of study like this. To 
say that you have Succeeded is putting it mild—you 
have done it up brqwn.”’ 

A Professional Man; “1 think thie lessons fine.” 

A Business + “Tam to-day returning Vol. 3 
that you ory me for inspection, not that it is unsatis- 
mactaey’ es itself enough to me 
to enclose my Ton ior the Advanced Course in one 
volume in cloth, 


A Bible Student: eo Your system is the proper way 
to impart bib knowledge i in a Bible School.’ 

Y¥.M.C.A.Worker +.“ It is the best thing of the 
kind I have ever seen.”’ | 

A Business Man: “ 
and an excellent-guide to 


Part 1. Genesis to Ruth. 
. t Samuel to Nehemiah. 
4. The Gospels and the Acts. 
, .. Genesis to ¢ Samuel ) 
* 5. 1 Kings to Nehemiah (por- | 
Home st nine prophetical i 


9 e re i 
neg 7. Le of Chea the Epistles. 


Paper, eacti Part 
Cloth, each Part 


(Ppet x) ig the 
for Part 2 ac 





dit to be a splendid book 
study.” 


\ oaree 


Advanced 
Course 
'(S S “inter- 
j mediate’). 


~ Parts 1 to Jin one volume, cloth 


¢ 
. 
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Parts 4 to 7 in one volume, cloth 
Descriptive Pamphlet on request 
Box 123, Bloomfield, N. J. 


for 1918 

7 two million copies have been sold 

-Fourth Annual Volame 

this Great Commentary 
HE volume for 1918 is now 
ready, with many new and 
striking features made possible 
by the /mproved Uniform 


You will find in it a rare combi- 
nation of carefully culled facts, 
explanations, helpful comments 
and practical sw 





will make the lesson a pleasure 

to,teach and a delight and inspi- 

ration to the class. 

Price, $1.25; net delivered, $1.35 
Send for sample pages 

aw. A. Wilde Penbeey 











Boylstea - = ' Béston 
For sale at «ll bookstores 





a music. No. 1 and 2com teen efi r 
LER ive ac copy. &. A. K. HACKETT, Fort Wayne, ind. 





Much time and confusion in Bible 
study can be saved by consulting a good 
harmony of the Gospels, wherein the 
time, place, and order of events, and 
thew location in the various Gospel 
records can be.seen at a glance. You 
will need in 1917 particularly Riddle’s 
Outline Harmony, 10 cents in paper; 25 
cents cloth bound. It may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, 


| house, 
| she ran through the gate in the high 


| she thought as she ran on: 
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[ Children at Home 








The Golden Gloves Family 
By Mrs, E. C. Cronk 


DS nat es sighed a great big sigh as 
she laid her book of fairy stories on 
the table. Aunt Margaret, who was 
visiting at Dorothy’s house, smiled un- 
derstandingly, for Aunt Margaret had 
read every one of, those yery’ fairy 
stories’ herself when she was a little 
irl. 

Ni used to sigh for wishing rings, 
Dorothy,” she said, “and for seven- 
mile boots, and for golden gloves, too. 
I never did find a wishing ring or a 
pair of seven-mile boots, but I did find 
the golden gloves.” 

“Really and truly golden gloves, Aunt 
Margaret?” asked Dorothy eagerly. 
“Can you wear them all the time?” 

“When I put them on they stay until 
I do or say something that is unkind, 
Then they fall off and I have to put 
them on again.” 

“Oh, that’s just like the fairy stories. 
Do you suppose I will ever find any if 
I look and look?” 

“Throw up your hands,” said Aunt 
Margaret, “and I will put a pair of 
golden gloves on them.” 

Dorothy laughed gleefull 
little hands went up quickly. 

“Thumbs. first,” said Aunt.Margaret, 
as sne rubbed Dorothy's thumb just as 
if she were putting on a glove, while 
she said one word as a fairy god- 
mother would have said a magic word. 
The word she said was “Do.” Then she 
rubbed Dorothy’s first finger, as if she 
were slipping a finger of a glove on that, 
and said another word. The second 
word was “unto.” Then came the sec- 
ond finger, and all the other fingers of 
that hand, and then the thumb and all 
the fingers of the other hand. When 
Atint “Margaret Had” slipped & ‘Word of 
each finger she made a motion as if she 
were ealling a glove up, first on the left 
hand and then on the right hand, -as 
she said the last two words. 

The words she put on Dorothy’s fin- 
gers and pulled up over her arms were, 
“Do unto others as you would that they 
should do unto you. 

Dorothy looked a bit disappointed. 

“Oh, auntie,” she said, “I thought you 
meant really and truly golden gloves.” 

“These are really and truly golden 
gloves, little girl, and if you will wear 
them all the time and get everybody else 
in the world to wear them, this old 
world will be a much more wonderful 
place to live in than fairyland.” 

When Dorothy was reac; to go out 
to play she came up to Aunt Margaret. 
“I’m going to try playing in golden 
gloves thi§ afternoon,” she said. “Please 
put mine on for me again. I’m afraid 
they came off when I grabbed my story 
book from Freida.” 

Aunt Margaret took Dorothy’s two 
little hands and put the golden gloves 


as her two 


| on thém again. 


Then Dorothy went to play at Mary’s 
Mary was her best friend: * As 


hedge she heard something say “Me-ow, 
me-ow.” She saw a kitten with its head 
caught in the fence, “I’m in such a 
hurry. I s’pose somebody will come 


| along and get that cat loose directly,” 





She stopped 
suddenly and looked at her hands. Then 
she ran across the grass, pushed the 
hedge back, and gently lifted the et 
out. 

“I think I’m going to like my gloves,” 
she said to the kitten as it rubbed up | 
against her feet and purred gratefully. 

Dorothy and Mary played all the 
games they loved best. While they were | 
blowing soap bubbles Dorothy saw 
Mary’s grandmother looking and feel- 
ing all around for something. 

“She's just lost her glasses . again,” | 
said Mary. “She’s always lositig them. 
Come on and play. She'll find them | 
directly.” Dorothy looked down at Ser | 
hands. 

“I’m sure my gloves will come. off if ' 


1 do not fied: geanduscther’s s, be- 


\wause if I were a grandmothtr I know 


what I should want a little girl to do 
unto me.”- So she laid. down her bubble 
pipe and found the glasses. 

When grandmother held her hand a 
minute and said, “Thank you, dearie,” 
Dorothy had such a “happy eeling in 
her heart she thought, “Oh, I know I’m 
going to love my gloves.” 

As Dorothy was going home she 
passed the fruit stand on. the corner. 
Some of the other girls and boys were 


teasing Carmella, the little Italian girl}: 


whose father. had the fruit stand. 
“Dago! Dago!” shouted one of the 
boys. Carmella’s black eyes _ flashed 
angrily. As she turned quickly her foot 
slipped and she fell into a puddle of 
water. The boy who was teasing her: 
clapped his hands and shouted: 
“Oh, my, what a muddle: 
See the Dago in the puddle!” 


Everybody laughed,—everybody ex- 
cept Dorothy. he started to laugh, 
too, for Carmella did look too funny 
for anything, sitting right flat down in 
the street, but then Dorothy thought, 
“Oh, my gloves, I’m sure I shouldn’t 
want any one to laugh unto me.” So 
she went right over to Carmella and 
put her arm about her and helped her 
up. Somehow every one stopped laugh- 
ing, and a little bird sang a happy song 
in Dorothy’s heart, “Golden gloves are 
the very best gloves of all.” 

That evening Dorothy told Aunt 
Margaret and mother and father and 
her big brother Harold all about her 
golden gloves, Father thought of some 
things that had happened at-his office 
that day and he said: 

“Do you have any extra pairs in men’s 
sizes, Dorothy?” Dorothy slipped down 
from her chair and put a great big pair 
of golden gloves on father’s hands. 

“I think I-might be able to use a ‘pair 
to advatitage myself,” said Harold, so 
Dorothy put a pair on his hands. 

Mother and Aunt Margaret held up| 
their hands,;-< too, .andye 
golden gloves-on them. A 
ily like their gloves so well that néw' 
every morning just after breakfast 
Dorothy goes around putting golden 
gloves o- ill the family. 

The happiest family to be found any- 
where is the Golden Gloves Family. 
Their home is more wonderful than 
fairy land, and sunshine follows them 
always along the trail of the Golden 
Gloves. 


Cotumsia, S. C. 


Have you a “Wet or Dry” 
on hand where you live? As your most 
telling document, which may save the 
day for the “Drys,” get the pamphlet 
recently issued giving Secretary Daniels’ 
own intimate story of ‘Why I Issued 
the Wine Mess Order.” It may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany at 2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen, 
or $1 per hundred copies (same rate for 
fifty or more), postpaid. 


CHINA NEEDS YOUR 
SURPLUS BOOKS #"s«"«< 


for distribu- 
CHINA CHRISTIAN BOOK COMPANY, CANTGN, CHINA | 


tion to the 
Write for particulars and thus endow 


AMERICA’S “OPEN DOOR” Book Mission to China 


campaign 











Teacher-T raining 
With the Master-Teacher 
By C. S. Beardslee, D.D. 


Price, 50 cents, net. 


Tue Sunpay ScuHootr Fmes Company 
zo3t WaLnuT STREET, PaHinapEcpuia, Pa. 
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(Lesson for. Jan. 13) 


Bible Pictures 
—— the International Sunday School } 
4 prearnen esther corel! 
pores Rd size 6x 
in an attractive portfoli 
These Pictures — 
Will hold the wandering attention of a class. 
Will stimulate to yood work if used ‘as a reward. 
W4ll interest and educate young people in the right 
Wit ake or cualite'te shi date 
fl make moe peaks to scenes 


customs of 


the is be 
pend meme age ee nayh> ohm rpc 


Send for Our Catalog of Quer 800 Subjects 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


BOSTON, MASS, 


cents, 
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A New "Wear- Well" Binding 
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The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study. and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Suriday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following «rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers,-in the United States 
and Canada. These rates. include 


postage: 

$1.00 Five or more copies, either 
atiantind to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each, per year, 


$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


One free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies pet for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will he sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Ugien at the following rate, which 
includes pOstage: 

One. copy; one year, 6 shillings. 

For Great Britain, Mr. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or halt yeariy subscriptions at the 
abdve .rate, the -paper to be mailed direct 
from. Philadelphia to the subscribers. . Mr. 
Downie can also supply the other _publica- 
tions of The Sunday Gol Times Company. 
The Sunday School Times Co.,* Publishers, 
1683 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





